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[ Continued from No. 7.} 


circujt cuurt of the United States for the district of 
Missouri. 
COMMITTEE ON REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG reported Senate bill, with 
an amendment, entitled an act for the relief of 
Capt. Samuel Warren. 

Mr. HARPER reported a bill for the relief of 
the heirs of Capt. Robert Beale. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO reported a bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Everard Meade. 


COMMITTEE ON PRIVATE LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. HARLAN reported a bill for the relief of 
certain settlers living on what is called Salt Creek 
reservation, in the western district of Tennessee. 

Mr. LEADBETTER reported the following: 

A bill for the relief of Nathanie! Plum 

A bill for the relief of A. Mason 


MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The CHAIR then announced the special order, 
being the consideration of the subject of the Mis- 
sissippi election case. 

The question pending, was on the following re- 
solution, submitted yesterday by Mr. BRONSON. 

Resolved, That Messrs. S. 8S. Prentiss and T. J. 
Ward are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House-as such. 

Mr. BELL moved tosirike out all after the 
word “resolved,” and insert one to the rollowing 
effect, viz: that the resolution of the House of the 
3d of October last, declaring that Messrs. GHoLsSoNn 
and Cxiarporne were duly elected members of the 
25th Congress, was agreed to without a knowledge 
of all the facts which were matcrial in the case, 
and the same is hereby rescinded; and 

Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. Prentiss addressed the House at great 
length, on behalf of the claim of himself and col- 
league to seats in the House, as members elect 
from the State of Mississippi, and without conclud- 
ing, gave way to Mr. Parron, who yielded the 
floor to enable an Executive communication to be 
presented. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a report 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, of the amount 
of dishonored checks and drafts on the deposite 
banks, since the 13ih of May last. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, 

Laid on the table. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Wennespay, January 17, 1838. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT communicated to the 
Senate a report from the Secretary of War, in obe- 
dience to a resolution of the 10th instant, requiring 
information in relation to the payment of Indian 
annuities in goods, during the past year: laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Commissioner of Patents; 
which was laid on the table, and 1500 extra copies 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr, CLAY of Alabaina presented the preamble 
and resolutions of the Legisiature of Alabama, 
asking for the establishment of a pension agency 
at the seat of Government of that State. He would 


sunply remark, Mr. C. said, that there was no pen- - 


‘on agency within one hundred and filty miles of 
that place: referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented the memorial of 
the Native American Society of the City of Wash- 
ington, praying for a repeal or modification of the 
Naturalization laws : laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. , 

Mr. KING presented the joint-resolations of the 
Legislature of Alabama, instructing their Senators, 
and requesting their Representatives, to have that 


part of West Florida lying south of the State of 


Alabama, and west of the Chattahootchie or Appa- 


a A 


—— WEEK I. Y——— 
lachicola, aan *xed to said State: referred to the 
Commitiee on tke Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

COMMONWEALTH BANK OF BOSTON. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose to submit the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
requested to obtain information, and lay the same 
betore the Senate, with as little delay as possible; 
respecting any payments of pensions, by the late 
pension agent of Boston, or of fishing bounties, re- 
cently made by the colleciur at Boston, in bills of 
the Commonwealth Bank of that city; and the 
whole amount of such payments; and that he fur- 
ther inform the Senate by what authority or direc- 
lion payment of such pensions and bounties has 
been made in such bills; and that he further inform 
the Senate whether any, and, if any, how much, of 
the public money of the United States is in dep-site 
at said bank; and, if any of such money be therein 
deposited, at what time ortimes such deposites were 
made. 

In vresenting this resolution, Mr. W. said he 
felt it to be his duty to call the attention of the Se- 
nate to the circumstances here alluded to, at the 
earliest opportunity, in order to the instutauon of an 
official inquiry into the facts of the case, and to ob- 
tain information with respect to the manner in 
which the duty of public officers had been dis- 

charged, in reference to the causes, by which a se- 
vere loss had been made to fall upon a large num- 
ber of industrious and meritorious citizens. Mr. 
W. did not submitthis resolution for inquiry on the 
ground of mere newspaper rumor. Heehad re- 
ceived letters from highly respectable private 
sources, informing him of the general facts of the 
case. He understood the case to be that, at the 
period when the fishing bounties became due—mo- 
ney well and hardly earned, by a laborious, indus- 
trious, and worthy class of citizeas—application for 
payment was made to the Collector at Boston, he 
being the officer charged on the part of the Govern- 
ment with the duty and business of paying this 
money. ‘That officer paid the fishermen, not as the 
law directs, in specie, or bills equivalent to specie, 
butin the bills of this now broken bank, or ia 
checks upon it, which checks, of course, it was 
known would not be paid in specie. Mr. W. had 
been given to understand that this officer retused to 
pay the bounty due in Treasury notes, when asked 
to do so; and that he re‘used also to pay the money 
in specie, although requested; and that, substantially 
and in effect, the parties entitled to payment were 
put to the option of taking the paper of this bank, 
or of taking nothing at ali! This, he said, was his 
information. 

Mr. W. held in his had a letter from one of the 
most cGonsiderable fishing towns in the State; 
namely, Marblehead, and he was thereby informed 
that, very shortly before this bank failed, that is, 
within a week or two, or some such period, the 
money due from Government to these fishermen had 
been paid inthe manner described, a large amount 
of itentirely in the bills and notes of this bank. 
The whole amonnt of bills of this bank paid out 
by the Government officer on the part of Govern- 
ment, Mr. W. could not tell. In Marblehead alone 
his letter mentioned ten thousand dollars; and he 
heard of other similar payments, in other towns; 
reporesaadythe whole amounting to fifty or a hun- 
dred thousand dollars, and paid out when the bank 
was on the eve ofa total crash, and within a lew 
days of its failure! 

Well, sir, (conuimued Mr. W.) when the money 
in these large quantities had been paid out, the 
bank failed; and all that these poor fishermen 
had received in payment from the United States is 
now dead on their hands. 

Mr. W. wished that a proper inquiry should be 
made by Congress into such a state of things, and 
for this object be had drawn the attention of the 
Senate to the circumstances of the case, witha 
view to the obtaining of infermation on two points: 

ist, As to the facts how far the public officer of the 
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Government had been engaged io paying out the 
notes of this bauk for the dues of the United 
States; and, 2dly, As tothe authority: that is, by 
what legal authority the officer of the United States 
Government had made such payments, and whe+ 
ther it was done by the direction of the Secretary of 
ofthe Treasury, or whether it had been permitted 
and allowed by him. 

Mr. W. thought that however much gentlemen 
might differ in opinion as to the resolution ef 1816, 
Whether that resolution was the law ef the land, or 
whether it were amere recommendation or admoni- 
tion, as some had maintained, (though Mr. W. 
himself had always considered it to be a Jaw,) how- 
ever that question might be settled, Mr. W. had 
thought that the law now existing, respecting pay- 
ments by the Government, was at least clear and 
indisputable; so that no one would venture to de- 
fend the act oi the Government, of paying in notes 
of banks known to be of less value than specie. 

Mr. W. begged to refer to the solemn enactment 
of Congress, made only two years ago. It would 
be found in the second section of the apprupriation 
bill ef 14th April, 1836, and is as follows: 

“Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That hereattei 
no bank notes of jess denomination that ten dol- 
lars, and that from and afier the third day of March, 
anno Domini eighteen hundred and thirty-seven, no 
bank notes of less denomination than twenty do!- 
lars, shall be offered in payment in any case what- 
soever in which money is to be paid by the United 
States or the Post Office Department; nor shall any 
bank note of any denomination be so offered, un- 
less the same shall be payable, and paid on de- 
mand, in gold or silver coin, at the place where i+ 
sued, and which shall not be equivalent to specie 
at the place where offered, and convertible into gold 
or silver upon the spot, at the will of the holder, 
and without delay or loss to him: Provided, That 
nothing herein contained shall be construed to make 
any thing but gold or silver a legal tender by an m- 
dividual, or by the United States.” 

Would any gentleman rise up and say, in the. 
very teeth of the law, that the passing of these 
large amounts of notes, known not to be equiva- 
lent to specie, and immediately berore the failure of 
the bank, was legal, was justifiable, either on the 
part of Government or its officers? Tne law ex- 
pressly says ‘‘ no public officer shall offer in pay- 
ment bank bills not equivalent to specie on the 
spot where they are offered.’ Will it be said that 
the United States oflicer in the present instance did 
not know that these notes were not equivalent to 
specie? This is not possible; he knew this bank, 
like others, had aot paid specie since May lasi; and 
that since that time its billshave not been equiva- 
lentto specie. Or will it be said he did not know 
the law? Certainly the Seeretary of the Treasury 
must have drawn the attemion of all disbursing 
officers to this act of ©ongress. 

Mr. W. thought it possible tbat it might be said, 
in excuse of this transaction, that these poor fisher- 
men and pensioners took this now worthless mv- 
ney voluntarily, or at their own option. But 
whether the individual who is to be paid may be 
made wiliing to take such irredeemabdle paper or 
not, the law is direct and peremptory, and prohibits 
the officer from offering it. ‘The consent of an in- 
dividual, therefore, to take it, especially when he 
cai .t nothing else, will not justify that violation 
in auy quarter. Lut what consent can that he 
esteemed, what voluntary taking is there in sugh 
cases, where a man, becatise he cannot get all that 
is due to him, is compelied to take part, rather than 
have none? What 1s there voluntary about it? 
This is coercion, and not consent. Congress 
has not yet admitted fhe notion, and Mr. W. 
hoped it never would, that ihe receipt of paper 
under par was volantary, whenever officers of Go- 
vernment could prevau on those who were entitled 
to the payment of money trom the United States to 
take it under the penalty of getting nothing. His 
letter, indeed, said that specie had been asked for, 
and was refused: that, whether asked for or not, or 
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whether the fishermen knew they were entitled to 
specie or not, it was equally the duty of the officer 
to refrain from offering these bills. Mr. W. there- 
fore, wished to know by what authority Govern- 
ment, or the officers of Government, dispensed with 
the luw? By what authority they repealed the sta- 
tute, or disregarded it? By what license they had 
obtained the dispensing power? 

It is (said Mr. W.)a notorious fact that no bank 
paper was, inthe present state of the currency, 
equivalent to specie; it was refused by the Govern- 
nent, who demanded and obtained specie, or Trea- 
sury notes, for debts due to itself. How, then, 
could the collector of Boston be justified in passing 
bad money as a{ulfilment of one of the most sacred 
duties of the Government, namely, the payment of 
the pensions of the aged and destitute Revelutiona- 
ry pensioners? 

It issaid (though Mr. W. did not himself know 

the fact to be sv) that there was a large amount of 
United States money in that bank. This was al: 
a subject on which Mr. W. was desirous that some 
information should be given two the Senate, for he 
had heretofore understood that the public money had 
all, or nearly all, been drawn out of the bank. Mr. 
W. wished to know when, and by whom, this sum, 
now understood to be there, was deposited, or how 
ue came there. 

Mr. W. did not wish to anticipate debate on the 
‘Treasury system bill which was to be brought for- 
ward a fortmight hence; but he would, nevertheless, 
make a remark or two upon two points which he 
ta'shed, as being important truths, might be kept 
in the constant view of Congress and the country. 

The first was, that every notion and idea of jus- 
tice required that there should be one mode of pay- 
ment by the United States to all who were entitled 
to payments from Government or i's officers. 
There was, at present, no uniform medinm. Even 
the Treasury notes, which were issued to public 
creditors, were not all of equal value. Some of 
thern earried interest at the rate of five per cent. 
some at the rate of two per cent. and some at the 
rate of one mill per cent. But an interest of one mill! 
Mr. W. could not but consider itin the highest de- 
eree derogatory to the dignity and character of any 
Ciovernment, to create such a difference in its pay- 
whereby the public creditor received a 
more or less valuable compensation, not according 
to his just demands, but according to his skill in 
making a bargain, according to his facility or diffi- 
culty of being put off with a larger or smaller 
amount! 

The other point which he wished now and al- 
ways tonres was, that it was his opinion that how- 
ever desir.ble it might be, as some imagined it, to 
have gol! and silver for Government use so long as 
there is a paper circulation inthe country, it is not 
possible, m the nature of things, that Government 
can so conduct its transactions with the people, or 
keep itself safe, and keep them safe, while the 
seneral currency of the eountry is depreciated or 
deranged. In other words, there can be no safety, 
there can be no security nor confidence, even in 
transactions with Government, except by reform- 
ing and resioring the whole currency of the country, 
and establishing a general and uniform medium of 
payment. [tis not possible for Government, with 
voy practical utility, to have a sound currency only 
tur itself; there must be such a currency for the peo- 
pie, and for the country generally. It wijl not be 
possible for the Government to stand apart, and 
strengthen itself, and take care of itself, and those 
whe deal with it, and secure its own safety and 
theirs, While it neglects to provide for the safety, 
security and well-being of the whole country. 

He would add nothing to these remarks, farther 
than to say, hat in this case, and in all similar 
cases, if loss should tarn out to have becu suffered 
by individuals in consequence of illegal payments 
made by officers of Government, er in consequence 
of payments made in a depreciated medium, if the 

fieere themselves were not liable to make it good, 
he, fur one, should vote to make gocd every such 
deticieney, to the utmost farthing, out of the Trea- 
sury. 

‘The following is a copy of one of the letters 
re‘erred to by Mr. Wersrer in the course of his 
remares, when he also, in referring to it, said, that 





it was at the service of every Senator to see and 
examine it. We conceive that the present mode 
will be the most convenient way of submitting it to 
general consideration : 

“Sire: You will, I am satisfied, excuse the li- 
ber y L take in addressing you these few lines, the 
subject being of the utmost importance to my fel- 
low towysmep. The Government have lately paid 
to the fishermen of this town their bounty money, 
amounting to something like $20,000. Something 
like $10,000 of this amount was paid in Common- 
wealth Bank bills; the remaining $10,000 in bills of 
other banks. Now, sir, just look at the distress 
that is likely to come upon this poor town by this 
specie-paying Government of ours. The Common- 
wealth Pank has stopped, and $100 would not buy 
aloaf of bread. ‘The Collector of Boston was soli- 
cited by a number of gentlemen of this town for 
specie, or even Treasury notes. No; he’d pay in 
no other way but by a check on the Commonwealth 

Jank. ‘This, sir, is a hard case for the poor fisher- 
men of this town, and I am satisfied you, sir, will 
do what lies in your power (if any thing can be 
done) for their reliet. The poor widow and Revo- 
lutionary soldier come in also for their part in the 
distress of the town; many of them who have re- 
ceived pensions have been paid in Commonwealth 
Bank bills, and, having fall reliance upon the Go- 
verninent, have kept the money they had paid them 
by the Government, believing that the Government 
would not pay them in bad money. 

lam, dear sir, your obedient servant.” 

Mr. BAYARD inquired if the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts could say what particular connection 
there was, if any, between the Commonwealth 
Bank and the Government; and whether the col- 
leetor at Boston, or any of the other officers of tne 
Government, were directors of this bank, or had 
any particular connection with it. 

Mr. WEBSTER replied that, from recollection, 
he should think himself justified in saying that the 
local officers of the Government had, more or less, 
been connected with the bank fora great while. 
He did not know that the collector was a director; 
but he believed the deputy collector was one of the 
directors; he was so recently; and the district at- 
torney was also one of the directors This bank 
was selected early as adepository of the public 
money. The gentlemen connected with it were 
very respectable, and very much distinguished for 
their political attachment to the last and present 
Administrations; and Mr. W. believed they were 
among the first who appeared here against the re- 
newal of the charter of the late Bank of the United 
States; and gentlemen connected with the bank 
had not a little to do with the removal! of the de- 
posites from the Bank of the United States. This, 
however, Mr. W. said from recollection. 

Mr. HUBBARD said that he had no objections 
whatever to the adoption of the resolution offered 
by the Senator froin Massachusetts; and if the Sena- 
tor had presented his resolution unaccompanied with 
any remark, he should not have unsealed his lips 


upon the subject; but as that gentleman had seen fit | 


to submit his views somewhat at large, not only with 
reference to the particular transaction in Boston, 
bat generally upon the subject of the currency, he 


must ask the indulgence of the Senate in saying a | 


word or two in answer. Betore proceeding, how- 
ever, he would wish to learn distinctly from that 
Senator whether he stated, or intended to be so 
understood, that the Secretary of the Treasury had 


given any authority, directly or indirectly, to any 


public officer, to pay any of the public creditors in 


any currency not expressly warranted by the act | 


otf Congress? whether the Senator intended to be 


understood by his remarks that the Secretary of | 


the Treasury had any knowledge of, or any con- 
cera with, the transaction in Boston? whether that 
transaction were, or were not, censurable? whether 
it were, or were not, in violation of law? He 


would not wish to proceed before he received from 


the Senator an answer to these inquiries. 
Mr. WEBSTER replied that he had designed to 
intimate nothing on this point. 


and had, therefore, proposed this inquiry. It was, 


however, an important duty, (paying bounties and | 
pensions,) and either was, or ougbt to be, directed | 
Bat what- 


by thes saperiot of thase who did it. 


He did not know, ! 














ever the Secretary of the Treasury had determined, 
that the law should be broken, or whether he knew 
it was broken, or whether ic was done by his deter- 
mination, Mr. W. did not know, and gave no opi- 
nion. But if he might avail himse'f of the charac- 
teristic privilege of that community, and guess a 
iittle, he would conjecture that the honorable mem. 
ber from New Hampshire was already informed 
on this point; and Mr. W. was inclined to inquire 
whether it were not so. Mr. W. would also in- 
quire whether there had not been, since Mav 
1837, hundreds of instances of ihe payment of mn. 
ney, not by the Secretary, but by his subordinate 
officers, in bank notes. Whether they had been 
made with the knowledge of the Secretary, Mr. 
W. did not know ; but he knew the fact that his 
constituents had been so paid. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that the Senator was 
rully entitled to the character of a Yankee. He 
had answered his inquiries by submitting to him 
other questions. 

The Senatcr asked him whether he had not heard 
the Secretary of the Treasury speak of this affair 
in Boston, and that the facts were within his know- 
ledge ; and whether there kad not been since May, 
1837, payments made to the public creditors in 
bank notes in numerous instances; and whether 
these things had not been done with the sanction of 
the Secretary ; and whether he had not understood 
the matter from the Secretary himself. He wished 
not to evade the questions. He would most cheer- 
fully and directly answer the gentleman’s interro- 
gatories. He had never received from the Secretary of 
the Treasury any such information. 

The gentleman is answered, aud answered truly; 
and, whatever might be the feeling of the Senator 
himself, such was his own confidence in the Secre- 
lary of the Treasury, that he would not for a single 
moment indulge the thought that he would connive 
at any violation of official duty in any public offi- 
cer, or in any disregard (by any such officer) of 
the express provisions of the law. The Secretary 
of the Treasury could be guilty of no such breach 
of the public trust, and the Senator wonld not 
presume to make such a charge against him. 
‘The Secretary, so far from giving any authority to 
pay any of the public creditors in the paper of any 
bank since May last, that it had been his unceas- 
ing effort to dissolve all connection with the local 
banks, and to be prepared to receive and disburse 
in an entirely different currency. 

An inquiry had been made, who were the direc- 
tors and who were the stockholders of the Com- 
monwealth Bank? He could not state from his 
own knowledge who were the directors or who 
were the stockholders. He lived remote from the 
place where the bank was located, and had veer 
had any concern whatever with the institution; 
but there was not a Senator on this floor who was 
better informed on this point than the Senator from 
Massachusetts; but he was very certain that the 
collector was not, and never had been, a director of 
that bank; and whether he was, or was nol, a 
stockholder he was unable to say. 

He had said that he should interpose no objec- 
tion to the passage of the resolution. If the object 
be to get facts, be it so; but the Senator has very 
plainly intimated, not only that the collector has, 
without law and against every moral sense, paid 
these creditors in the bills of the Commonwealth 
Bank, but has insinuated that this was done by 
the authority—certainly with the knowledge—of 
the Seeretary himself. He had no doubt thatif 
the Senator enicrtained any such suspicion, that 
he would find himself egregiously mistaken. He 
ventured to predict, that the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury had never acted so regardless of his high 
trust, as to give directions to any subordinate otfi- 
cor to pay the public creditors in a depreciated cur- 
rency; and he also believed that the subordinate 
officer referred to had, on no occasion, acted so re- 
gardless of his official duty, and of public law, as 
lo offer any such depreciated currency, without 
right, to satisfy the claims of public creditors. If 
the fact should be otherwise, he would not be be- 
hind the gentleman from Massachusetts in expres- 
sing his strongest disapprobation. 

‘The Senator from Massachusetts had contended 
that it was a direct or partial violation of the act of 
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Congress of April, 1836, for any public officer te 


offer in payment to a creditor of the Government 
any bank notes of a less denomination than twenty 
dollars, or any bank note, unless the same shall be 
payable and paid on demand in gold or silver, even 
at the place where issued, and which shail not be 
equivalent to specie at the place where offered, and 
convertible into gold or silver at the spot at the 
will of the holder, and without delay or loss to him. 
All this is true: such are the clear and unequivocal 
provisions of the act of 1836; and he was as ready 
and as Willing as the Senator could be, to condemn 
that public officer who should offer, or attempt to 
pass, depreciated bank paper of any denomination. 
He knew well the terms of that act; and he knew 
well, also, that in the same act was reiterated the 
sentiment that nothing but gold or silver should be 
regarded as a legal tender by the United States. 
But in admitting all this, he by no means admitted 
that the collector at Boston had violated that law, 
(even if the pablic creditors named by the Senator 
had been paid in the bills of the Commonwealth 
Bank.) He would not deny that since May last 
the bills of that bank, and the bills of all the other 
banks in the city of Boston, had been of a less 
value than specie. This had been, and still was, 
toa very great extent, the true. condition of the 
bank paper of the whole country. But the Senator 
would not deny that the bills of the Com- 
monwealth Bank had been, up to the hour of 
its failure, as current as the bills of any other 
bank in that city. They were used lie the 
paper of other banks, for a!] the purposes of com- 
merce and of business between man and man. 
Before the Senate can declare that the collector of 
the port of Bosion is obnoxious to the charge of 
having violated an act of Congress, the facts must 
be known. The circumstances of the whole case 
must be well understood. The private and the 
public character of that officer, and his known 
faithfulness in the performance of his official du- 
ties, forbid the idea of any wilful violation of law, 
or of any unwarrantable departure from duty. He 
had said that even if the fishermen had received 
the bills of the Commonwealth Bank in payment 
of their fishing bounties, it did not neces-arily fol- 
low that the collector had either departed from his 
official daty, or violated the provisions of the law. 
‘The Senator has supposed a state of facts, which, 
he was free to admit would amount to a wanton 
and wilful violation of the act of Congress. He 
lias stated that these fishermen demanded gold or 
silver, which was refused; that they demanded 
‘Treasury notes, which were refused ; and that they 
were told by the collector that he would pay them 
only in bills of the Commonwealth Bank. If this 
be so, he would not attempt to justify the conduct 
of the collector. If he had goid or silver, and re- 
fused to pay it to these creditors when demanded, 
or if he had Treasury notes, and refused to deliver 
them when demanded—if he persisted in satisfying 
these creditors of the Government in the bills of the 
Commonwealth Bank, and did so satisfy them, he 
was obnoxious to the charges which had been made 
against him. He should, however, most reluc- 
tantly yield his assent to the statement made by 
he Senator, on the authority of any epistolary cor- 
responcdence. 
3ut if the creditors of the Government called 
upon this public officer, whose duty it was to make 
the disbursement, and said expressly to that officer 
that they desired payment to be made to them in 
the bilis of the Commonwealth Bank—that they 
were not only willing, but it was their wish to re- 
ceive payment in that particular currency—could 
ihe collector fairly be charged wita a violation of 
the law, if he shouid thus comply with the wishes 
of these creditors? Would not the act be most 
unjustifiable on the part of the collector, to with- 
hold from the creditor the very means which it was 
knowa the collector possessed, and the very means 
which the creditors were most willing and most 
desirous to receive? It is the intent, the motive, 
which gives character to the transaction. And 
with what grace, with what propriety, could the 
collector be charged either with.a departure from 
duty, or with a violation of law, for thus conducting? 
The creditor might well know that the collector 
had net the specie—that he was not supplied with 


S0ld or silver—and yet might desire payment in 
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the very kind of money with which the collector 
was furnished. The creditors would, under such 
circumsiances, say to the collector—* pay us in 
the bills of the Commonwealth Bank; they will 
answer Our purpose; they will enable us to pay 
our debt to bank; they will supply us with 
means necessary for the support of our families.” 
The cojlector complies with this request of the 
creditors ; and he was unabie to s¢e, im this sup- 
posed case, wherein the collector had done aught 
worthy of censure or of condemnation. 

If the collectcr had refused to comply with this 
request of the creditors—i! he had said to them, 
“tT cannot offer you the bills of the Commoawealth 
Bank, because they are not equal to specie, and 
are not convertible into gold or silver upon the 
spot,” and had actually withheld from the credi- 
tors this kind of money, which they were so ready 
and so willing to receive, he would like to know 
what would then have been said of the collector. 
What would the Senator from Massachusetts have 
said of suci cenduct on the part of the collector. 
He was sure that it would receive universal con- 
demnation. There are many men who would 
prefer to receive paper to specie, who would pre- 
fer current bank bills to gold and silver, for 
the purpose of transacting the ordinary business of 
life; and, for himself, he was free to say, that were 
he to receive, for his own use, from any individual, 
a sum of money, as it is not his fortune long to 
hold, what he is entitled to receive; as he has ever 
had, and probably always shall have, an immedi- 
ate use for all his pecuniary means—he would 
much prefer to receive current bank paper to gold 
or silver; it would suit his convenience better; and 
for that very reason, when he was fairly entitled to 
gold or silver, and could have received either, he 
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has preferred to take current bills, and has been . 


content therewith. He dare say that others might 


think and might act as he thought and acted; yet 


He had mentioned these facts, to show that such 
may have been the circumstances, in relation tothe 
disbursement made by the collector at Boston ing 
satisfaction of fishing bounties, as wholly to exoue- 
rate him from the charge of “‘a violation of law—of a 
disregard of his public duty.” 

The Senator had presented another view of this 
matter. He had regarded it with reference to the 
rights of the fishermen, and with reference to the 

ights of the pensioners, who, it is stated, have also 
received their pittance in the biils of the Common- 
wealth Bank. And he had said to the Senate that 
he should feel himself called upon to indemnify 
these public creditors from any loss they may have 
sustained in receiviag this kind ef money; that 
they were entitled to gold or silver, or to an equi- 
valent, that having been paid in this depreciated 
currency, they were justly entitled to have the 
difference in value between this description of 
paper and gold and silver, made up to them. 
There might possibly be a case which would pre- 
sent a good claim upon Government. Such cases 
have occurred; they may again occur; but he would 
like to learn from the Senator what principle of 
morals or of law, what claim in justice or in 
equity, these creditors could have upon the Govern- 
ment, if they have voluntarily, at their own instance 
and request, received in payment current money, 
and which has depreciated in their hands? 

The Senator says that it is idle to talk of a vo- 
luntary taking in payment that which is of a less- 
value than gold or silver; that it is necessity, dire 
necessity, which compels the creditor to receive a 
depreciated currency; that it isa wrongon the part 
of the Government to offer such a currency in pay- 
ment; and that the act of taking such sort of money 
in payment of an honest claim, wou!d not stop him 
from making the money so received equal to the 
precious metals. There may be, as he had before 
stated, cases justly ec lling upon the Government 
for remuneration. They must be, however, of # 
very different character from any which the Sena- 
tor himself had mentioned. The Government is 
bound to satisfy its creditors. This obligation rests 
no more upon the Government than upon indivi- 
duals. Every man is bound, in honesty and in 


he was by no means for substituting, for the use of 
the Government, paper money for gold and si!ver. 
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good faith, to pay his debts: the Government is 
equally bound. An individual may honestly, may 
justly, may with perfect fairness, satisfy the claim 
of his creditor, without advancing either gold or 
silver. ‘The Government may also satisfy its cre- 
ditors, without the aid cf hard money A volun- 
tary rece:pi of payment, a willing acknowledgement 
of satisfaction, was, according to his creed of meo- 
rals, according to his nutions of law and of right, 
the end of the matter; and it would be a most fla- 
grant act of injustice and of wrong for an indivi- 
dual, under such circumstances, to appear! to Con- 
gress for indemnity from a loss occas oned by ® de- 
preeciation of the very paper in which he had re- 
ceived payment, alter it had passed inte his hands 
As he had before stated, a creditor having a claim 
upon the Government, calls upon the collector at 
Boston for payment, and designates the very money 
in which he wishes payment to be made to him. He 
neither asks gold or silver, but receives, with his 
own consent, at his own request, and to his heart’s 
content, current bank bills 

What right, what sense of morals, what princi- 
ple of law, would sancuion an appeal to Congress 
to make goud to the creditor any loss which he 
might subsequently sustain, or to make that which 
he elected to receive, ecual to specie, which he at 
the time spurned? He knew of no right, and he 
could realize no moral sense or legal principle 
which could justify such an appeal. And he would 
only say to the Senator, before he pledges himself 
lo give his support to such applications, first to 
put the Government in the wrong; to show that 
sold or silver are within her reach, and that she 
has wilfully withheld it from her honest creditors. 
Let the Senator first show that, by the existing po- 
licy of the country, the public revenues are neces- 
sarily received in the anetallic currency; and the 
same currency should be disbursed to satisfy Go 
vernment liabilities. If he could show this, he 
would have much better and safer ground to stand 
on. He hoped that the time was not far distant 
when the Government would collect and disburse 
its revenue independent of banks. 

The Senator from Massachusetts says that the 
public creditors should be paid in gold and silver; 
that they are entitled to receive hard money in sa- 
tisfactvon of theif claims upon the Government; 
that any thing short of this would be doing great 
injustice to them; and a payment in any currency 
of a less value than gold or silver would also bea 
direct violation of law. He was rejoiced to hear 
this from the honorable Senator. He had deciared, 
on this and another occasion, that he should be 
ready at ail times to vore to any creditor a remune- 
ration for any loss he may have sustained by re- 
ceiving from the Government any currency in pay- 
ment of his claim, if that currency was, at the 
time, of a less value than gold or silver. After the 
avowal of such sentiments, he trusted that the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts would be found co- 
operating with him in the support of that very sys- 
tem which conte.nplates an entire separation of the 
Government from the banks; which looks to the 
very object which the Senator seems to have so 
much at heart—the exclusive collection of the reve- 
nue in gold or silver; which is intended fo provide 
the very description of means which the Senator 
himself says, and says most truly, the public 
crediiors are entitled to claim, and which the Go- 
vernment is bound to pay. The Senator would 
hardly contend that this Government ought to 
collect its revenues in a paper currency, and 
disburse those revenues in goll or - silver; 
and he congratulated himself and hs friends that 
they were to have the aid of the powerful talents 
of the honorable Senater from Massachuset's in 
sustaining the Sub-Treasury system—a system 
which is to cut loose from all local banks; which 
is intended to collect from the debtors of the Go 
vernment hard:money, and to disburse to the pub- 
lic creditors the same currency. This sabject of 
the currency, he was free to admit, was of great 
importance to the whole community; and the bill 
which had been recently reported from the Com- 
mittee on Finance ought to have received the ear 
liest possible coasideration from the Senate. It 
was due to the Government, it was due to the 
country—a sense of common justice seemed te hitn 
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to demand an immediate action upon this all- 
important measure; and although its importance 
has been admitted, yet the Senator, by himself and 
friends, has put this subject beyond the power of 
the Senate for two weeks to come. He regretied 
this; nud he could not but hope that some Senator 
who voted with the majority would move this 
morning for the reconsideration of the vote post- 
poning that bill. He wished for its immediate 
consideration. He desired to have it taken up, 
examined, debated, and disposed of, without delay. 
Recent events called loudly upon the Senate for 
action. ‘The very occurrence in the city of Boston 
which has induced the resolution now before the 
Senate, demands from this body the earliest possi- 
ble consideration of the measure reported yesterday 
from the Committee on Finance. 

He looked forward with deep solicitude for the 
adoption of thatmeasure. He was certain that all 
were ready to adinit that the time had come when 
all connection between the Government and the 
local banks should be dissolved. That any map 
who will look abroad and see for himself; that any 
man who will fauhfally realize the consequences 

the disastrous cunseqtences—which have resuli- 
ed, and which are daily resulting, from that con- 
nection, must admit that the honor of the Goverr- 
ment, the prosperity and peace of the community, 
nnd the best interests of the local banks, al 
demand a divorce, a permanent, a lasting, separa- 
tion between them and the Government. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts had, on a 
former occasion, and had, on this occasion, seen 
fit to allude to the manner in which the Executive 
had executed the Treasury note law of the last 
session ; and he asked, with his usual confideuce, 
whether there was any member of the Senate who 
was prepared to justify the course of the Executive 
under that act. He said he had heard of but one 
individual who had approved the course. The 
centieman from Massachusetts said that he be- 
lieved that the spirit of that act had been perverted, 
if not its letter violated. 

He had on the former occasion, by a resolution, 
called on the Secretary of the Treasury for infor- 
mation. He had received an answer to that call; 
itwas in the possession of the Senate ; and, for 
one, he hesitated not to declare, in the most une- 
quivocal manner, that the law had been executed, 
and faithfully executed, according to its letter and 
jis spirit. Was that act designed to give authority 
to the Executive to borrow ten millions of dollars? 
Was sach the conclusion of the committee who 
i ~ported the bill? Was such the debate on this 
hoor? He denied the fact. The bill was intended 
to be 
modation and convenience of the Treasurry De- 
partment—a bill to enable the head of that depart- 
ment to carry on the fiscal operations of the Go- 
without embarrassment. The funds, 
he whole pecuniary means, of the Government, 
}y one aniversal and sad catastrophe, had been 
put beyond the immediate control of the Treasury 
Department. This was then a mere temporary 
measure—a relief bill; and what are the terms of 
this bil?) That the President is to cause Treasury 
to b> issued to an amount net exceeding ten 
millions of dollars, and net of a less denomination 
ihan fifty dollars; that they were to be redeemed 
atier the expiration of one year, and were to bear 
bu interest after the expiration of said year. The 
rate of interest is to be exnressed upon the face of 
the notes. The bill provides that the rate of inte 
rest upon each several issue of notes shall be fixed 


vernment 


notes 


, whal it purports to be, a bill for the accom- | 


hy the Secretary of the Treasury, with the approba- | 


tron of the President, but the rate of interest shall 
i RO case exceed six per centum per annum. 
Language could not make this matter more 
plain; it seemed to him that there is no room for 
cavil. 
expiration of one year; and the rate of interest is 
'o be fixed by whom? By the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury. [tis not prescribed by the act itself; the 
only limitation is, that the rate shall not exeeed six 
percentum perannum. Beyond that the Secreta; 
ry has no power to go; bat up to this point the rate 
interest is committed to the discretion of that 
Nicer, with the approbation of the President. The 
Senator admits the authority to fix the rate at six 





The notes are not to draw interest after the | 


per cent. Whence is that authority derived? 
From the act itself: and by the same act the Secre- 
tary can fix any less rate of interest, according to 
his discretion. If he has power, which none can 
deny, to fix the rate at six, he has equally the right 
to fix itattwe. The Secretary is at perfect liberty 
to act, with reference to this whole matter, as his 
own good sense and sound discretion should dic- 
tate. He might find one portion of the community 
ready to part with their gold and take notes bearing 
an interest of ten per cent.; he might find another 
class willing to receive them at a less rate of inte- 
rest; he might find others requiring a higher rate 
of interest; he might finda class of public creditors 
who would receive these notes at one mill inte- 
rest. The Secretary had only one limit; he could 
not fix the rate at over six per centum per annum. 
The rest was entirely and most properly left to his 
discretion, to be exercised as circumstances should 
require, 

And is there a Senator on this floor prepared to 
say, that if he had applied to the Secretary, and 
said that he would part with his gold for Treasury 
notes at one per centuin per annum, that the Se- 
cretary could not, consistent with that discretion 
with which he was invested by the act, accept the 
offer? The Secretary either had or had not the power 
to regulate the interest according to his own discre- 
tion. And this matter must be determined by the 
inspection of the law itself. To the law then 
he would appeal, and to the terms of that act of 
Congress he wou'd submit. But if there is any 
thing clear in legislation, free from all ambiguity 
and doubt on this subject, itis to be found in that 
actof Congress of the last session, giving authority 
for the issue of Treasury notes. 

If the act does not speak the language which the 
gentleman from Massachusetts intended it should, 
or supposed it did, the Secretary cannot be 
blamed. If the act was designed merely to give 
authority to the President to borrow money, why 
Was not the act in terms so drawn? If it was in- 
tended that Treasury notes should be issued, only 
at sucha rate of interest as would enable the Go- 
vernment to go into the market and convert them 
at once into specie, why was the parpose of the 
act kept out of view?) Why was not its intent 
fully declared? If such had been the exclusive 
object of the law, it would have been necessary 
at the time to have fixed the maximum of in- 
terest at a mueh higher rate than six per cent. 
Ti®se were not the exclusive objects of the bill. 
The Secretary might find it neeessary to make an 
issue of Treasury notes to supply himself with gold 
and silver for the public use. He might make an 
issue of these notes to satisfy the public creditors. 
He was bound to receive them back for all public 
dues; and whether issued for one purpose or ano- 
ther, the rate of interest was matter for Executive 
regulation, and expressly committed te Executive 
discretion. There was but one limitation to the 
exercise of that discretion, and that has already 
been stated. He had not only thoroughly examined 
the act of the last session, but he had carefully pe- 
rused the remarks of the honorable Senator made 
to the Senate a few days past in relation to this 
matter; and he had brought bis mind to the conclu- 
sion that the Executive had, in the execution of 
that act, not only complied with its provisions in 
letter and in spirit, but had also, in its execution, 
faithfully and honestly regarded the best interests 
of the country. He was not one of those to com- 
plain of the Executive for not having issued these 
Treasury notes at a rate of six per cent. when all 
the purposes of the Government could be as well 
attained by fixing the rate at one ortwo per cent. 

The gentleman trom Massachusetts may con- 
demn this act of the Executive; he may find others 
to agree with him; he may think that the law has 
been wholly perverted, and its purposes unaccom- 
plished. All that he had to say was, that if such 
were the opinions of the Senator, he wholly differed 
from him in sentiment. In the execution of this 
act, the Exeentive has done his daty, and his whole 
duty. Tle had looked upon the resolution which 


the Senator had offered ‘the other day—and he 
looked upon this resolution just presented by the 
Senator—as a thrust at the head of the Treasury 
That officer did not seem to enjoy 


Department. 


| unnecessarily commenced. 
| to the inquiry songht by the resolution, but was 
| rather in favor of it. 


| of this Government with the deposite banks 








the confidence of the Senater. As the friend of the 
Secretary, he could not desire a more perfect pro- 
tection from the attack made upon his public con- 
duct, than was afforded him from the implied 
charge involved in the resolution presented by the 
Senator, with reference to the manner of executing 
the Treasury note law of the last session. r 

With reference to the last branch of the resoly- 
tion, he would remark, that he was perfectly sure 
that the Secretary of the Treasury has not made 
any deposite of the public funds since May last, in 
any of the selected banks which had refused 
to redeem its bills with specie. There may be, 
and there probably was, in deposite in the Com- 
monwealth Bank some portion of the public mo- 
ney; but the Secretary of the Treasury could not 
have so disregarded his public duty as to héve 
made such a deposite since the suspension of specie 
payment. If any of the public funds were now in 
that bank, they must have arisen from transfer 
drafts, drawn in favor of that bank previous to 
May last,and which drafismay have been answered 
since; he had from some quarter been informed 
that by the shipment of cotton to the North, such a 
transfer draft had been complied with by one of the 
southern banks, and its amount had been placed to 
the creditof the Government in the Commonwealth 
Bank. He therefore stated, that if there were any 
portien of the public money now in deposite in the 
Commonwealih Bank, it had occurred in the way 
and manner he had stated; for the fact was known 
to him, and he presumed, to the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, that the necessities of the Governmeut 
had induced the Treasury Department to draw very 
closely upon the northern deposite banks; and in 
the course of the summer and autumn, by reason of 
the failure of the southern and southwestern banks 
to answer the Treasury drafts, that almost every 


dollar of the public money in the deposite banks, 


in New England, had been drawn for. He 
was, therefore, well satisfied that the Secre- 


| tary of the Treasury would be found to Le in 


no way blameable for the money which may 


| now be in deposite in the Commonwealth Bank. 


But he trusted that in case there was a portion of 
the public money now in deposite in that bank, 
the bond which the Secretary of the Treasury hai 
required, and which he had taken, would be found 
to be fully adequate for the protection of the Go- 
vernment against any ultimate loss. 

Mr. NILES did not rise to prolong a debate, sv 
He was not opposed 


Ile presumed the object of 
the mover was to obtain information, to be laid be- 


| fore this body, in relation to the great financial 


operations of the Government; and he also pre- 


| sumed that the gentleman was looking at higher 


game; that his object was to get at the connections 
That 
(said Mr. N.) is also my ebject; and whether these 


| banks were in the hands of one party or the other, 
| was entirely another qnesiion. 


Let us (said Mr. 
N.) have the whole fruits of this system before us, 
the bitter as well as the sweet. For this purpose, 


| and not to oppose or retard the inquiry, but te get 


all the information necessary for the guidance of 
the Senate before them, he submitted the following 
amendment: 

“ And that he further report to the Senate whe- 
ther the late Bank of the United States has yet 
paid, or accounted with the Government, the sum 
of one hundred and sixty thousand dollars, fraudu- 
lently detained, on the pretence of a claim of dama- 
ges for the non-payment of the draft drawn on the 
French Government, and also to report what loss 
the United States have sustained by depositing the 
public revenues in banks, or by receiving the notes 
of banks which have failed, or their bills become 
depreciated.” 

Mr. WEBSTER said the latter part of this addi- 
tional call would require a great deal of time; and 
if it was insisted on, he hoped the membcr would 
agree to offer it as a separate resolution, and not 
delay an answer to his (Mr. W’s) call, which it 
was desirable to-have immediately, by attaching 
this amendment to it. 

Mr. NILES then modified his amendment, so 
as to require the answer on the first branch of the 
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inquiry immediately, and on the latter part as soon 
as possible. 

Mr. BAYARD objected to the word “frau- 
dulent” in the first part of the amendment 
It was true the bank detained the money, but they 
claimed it, and were ready to abide a legal adjudi- 
cation. He hoped the Senate would not attempt 
to characterize the transaction by the term. 
‘That matter should be decided on by another tri- 
banal. 

Mr. NILES replied, that as the gentleman 
seemed very sensitive in relation to that bank, he 
vould substitute the word unjustly for fraudulently, 
jiough he believed the transaction both fraudulent 
ynd unjust. 

Mr. LAYARD said there was the same 
sbjection to the word unjustly as to fraudulently. 
Why express any opinion? He disclaimed any 
sentiveness about the bank, but was averse to the 
Senate expressing an opinion in this matter. Mr. 
B. then moved to strike out unjustly. 

Mr. STRANGE said that, had the Senator from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Webster) introduced his reso- 
Intion unaccompanied by any remarks, he would 
have cheerfully voted for it, and opposed the 
amendment offered by the Senator from Connecti- 
cut, (Mr. Niles,) as well as every other amend- 
ment calenlated to embarrass the original resolu- 
tion. The Senator from Massachusetts had pro- 
fessed a great unwillingness, and indeed a deter- 
mined purpose, not to anticipate the debafe upon 
the most important measure likely to engage the 
attention of Congress at its present session. I leave 
motives, said Mr. S. to the great Searcher of 
Hearts ; but of the conduct of men, which ts imme- 
diately before me. I have a right to judge, and 
to speak of its tendency. The resolution of the 
Senator from Massachusetts proposes an inquiry, 
and yet, in anticipation of the answer to his in- 
quiry, he furnishes us with ex parte statements of 
facts, npon which he makes his own comments, 
answering in advance the very inquiry which he 
makes. Now, I might appeal to the Senator him- 
self wheiber, whatever may be his motives, he 

lieve the facts he has disclosed, and the 
comments he has made npon them, are calculated 
to make an impression upon the public mind 
effecting the great question which has been for 
some incnihs before the country?’ The answer, 1 
kaow, must be affirmative; and I, fur one, can not 
consent that these facts and comments should go 
forth nnaccompanied by comments from another 
quarter, Livery one knows that the Senator from 
Massachusetts is in favor of a United States Bank; 
that he is opposed to the present Administration, 
and beth to the Sub-Treasury system, as it is called, 
and the system of deposites with the State banks; 
and he doubt!sss8 supposes that the facts he has dis- 
closed have a tendency to convince the country 
ofthe necessity of a United States Bank. Now, 
sir, believing, as I do, that they lead to a very dif- 
ferent conctusion, (admitting the facts siated tu be 
true, and fam not now disposed to question them) 
I fee! it my eiuty to say so. 

I must, however, in the first place, endeavor to 
show thatthe charge of illegal conduct so suddenly 
brought acainst the Cellector of the port of Boston, 
and which the Senator from Massachusetts seems 
to think he has triumphantly made out, is altogether 
groundless. Allowing the fact assumed by the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts, that the Collector had 
paid out to Government creditors the notes of the 
Commonwealth Bank of Boston, to be true, I must 
admit the conduet of the Collector to be in collision 
with the act of 14:h April, 1836; but the proof 
adduced by the Senator from Massachusetts does 
not support the existence of that fact. Now, 
sir, | have no information upon the subject ex- 
cept that derived from the letter read by the gen- 
tleman himself; and it is plain, that although 
both the gentleman himself and his correspondent 
have jumped to the conclusion, thatthe collector of 
the port of Boston had paid out Commonwealth 
Bank notes to Government creditors, the fact is 
otherwise. ‘The Collector it is true has given 
checks upon the Commonwealth Bank, but has 
not paid out a dollar of its notes; and the two 
things are, in my judgment, altogether different. 
The act of April, 1836, prohibits the disbursing of- 
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ficers of the Government from paying out the 
notes of any bank which are not equivalent to 
specie The payment of the notes of the Com- 
monwealth Bank toa public creditor, would be a 
violation of this act. But the Collector has not 
paid out the notes of the Commonwealih Bank, 
and therefore has not in that respect violated the 
law. But he has given checks on the Common- 
wealth Bank. True, and where is the law prohi- 
biting his doing so? On the contrary, is he not in 
so doing, acting in direct conformity wiih the law? 
Your deposite act requires all public officers to de- 
posite the public moneys with State banks to be se- 
lected. The Commonwealth Bank was one of 
those selecied, and consequently it was the duty of 
the Collector to make his deposites there. Being 
made, what was to become of them? When a pub- 
lic creditor applies for his money, what can ihe dis- 
bursing officer do, but give him a check upon the de- 
posite bank? Thischeck, whenpresented, is redeema- 
ble in specie ; and when so presented, and not re- 
deemed, who is to blame, the officer or the bank 2 
If the creditor, who has a right to make his own 
arrangements with the bank, chooses, rather than 
protest the check and look to the Government for 
indemnity, to take the bank’s own notes in pay- 
ment, of whom has he a right to complain? not of 
the Government surely or its officers. I have thus 
noticed as briefly as possible this charge of tlleeal 
conduct against the officer. A few words now 
upon the main subject. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts says there should be one common medinm 
for the payment of all public creditors from the 
highest to the lowest—from Maine to Florida. In 
this I fully agree with him. The Senator doubtiess 
thinks that a United States Bank only can furnish 
this common medium, and to this conclusion he 
wishes the public mind to come. In this I do not 
agree with him. Gold and silver, in my opinion, 
wre the only things which, by the laws of nature, 
can be thiscommon and immutable medium. I 
admit the argument is so far in favor of a United 
States Bank, as its notes will approximate this 
great standard more nearly than the notes of local 
banks. But the argument does not stop there; it 
leads us irresistibly pasta United States Ban‘ to that 
standard sanctioned by nature, time, and universal 
usage, bywhich all values must be tested the precions 
metals. Upoa this broad foundation the ‘ab-Trea- 
sury is based; supported as it is by the facts, ad- 
missions and comments, just furnished by the Se- 
nator from Massachusetts. A sort of dialogue has 
taken place between the Senator from Massachu- 
setts and the Senator from Delaware (Mr. Bayard) 
in which it has been broughi out that the officers of 
the Goverument, or some of them, are in some 
way connected with the Commonwealth Bank, 
either as stockholders, or odicers, or both. For 
what purpose these things have been thas dramati- 
cally brought forward every one must judge for 
himself; but if these things be so, they far- 
nish a strong argument for a dissoiution of 
all connection between the Government and 
the banks. As has been said by the Senator 
from Connecticut, human nature is human nature, 
and banks are banks. As long as the public effi- 
cers may be connected with banks—and there is 
no law prohibiting their being so—it is natural that 
they should think most favorably, and be most 
anxious fur the prosperity, of the banks with which 
they are so connected, and thus a most subtie and 
corrupting appeal is made to their hearts to mould 
their official conduc: conformably to the best inte- 
rests of those banks. The Sub-Treasury system 
cuts us gff from this source of corruption, and thus 
improves our political condition. Having thus 
shown, as he conceived, that two strong arguments 
were furnished by the facts disclosed hy the Senator 
from Massachusetts in favor of the Sub-Treasyry 
system, and that the public officer at Bo toa, so far 
as yet appeared, had not transgressed the law, he 
would not longer detain the Senate. 

Mr. WEBSTER, with a view t prevent further 
debate, read the whole of the letter fram which he 
had chietly derived the facts. which he had stated. 
Mr. W. also repelled the imputation of having any 
indirect object » hatever in view. : 

Mr. STRANGE rejoined that this was no per- 
sonal affair between him and the Senator from 








Massachuseits, but a matter of great puolic con- 
cern. He had been anxious, therefore, that the 
present transaction might go before the country i 
its true light. The effect of tie Senator’s remarks, 
whatever might be his object, was to impuga the 
conduct ofthe collector of the port of Boston, and 
to show that nothing could save us from dishonesty 
in our fiscal dealings, and corruption in the admi- 
nistration of our revenue, but the establishment of a 
U.S. Bank. Believing that the charge against the 
ofiicer was groundless he (Mr. 8.) had offereda 
tew words in his vindication, showing that pay- 
ment in the notes of a bank, and giving checks 
thereon, had been improperly confounded; that 
while one was illegal and the other not, the 
officer had done that only which was legal; that 
if the creditor had received any notes in payment 
of the check, it was a voluntary arrangement be- 
tween him and the bank. In farther illustration o! 
which, he would refer to the practice which had 
been adupted trom the necessities of the Government, 
produced by the infidelity of the banks, of issuing 
warrants, which being protested, were put forth in 
lieu of other modes of payment.* The public 
officers having no mode of payment but checks 
an the deposite banks were not only justifi- 
ed, but would have been guilty of a breach ot 
duty, had they hesitated in giving these cheeks, 
and when given, it was for the creditor eisher > 
receive payment from the banks in what they 
might offer, or protest them, and look to the Go- 
vernment. Upon the other branch of the subject, 
Mr. S. had endeavored to show that the facts dis- 
closed by the Senator from Massachusetts, instead 
of proving the necessity of a United States Ban: 
showed fully that nothing could render us just os 
debtors, and free us from corruption in our fise 
administration, but a total discoanection with @| 
banks, and the receipt and disbursement of our | 
venue in gold and silver, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama had no objection to the 
resolution of the Senator from Massachusetts. |: 
was one of inquiry mereiy, purporting to inquire 
into the conduet of certain public officers—the col- 
lector of the port of Boston, and perhaps the Se- 
cretary of the Treasury. To this inguiry not a 
single member of the Senafe had offered, or would 
have offered, the slightest objection ; it would have 
passed withont debate, had not the Senator himse!! 
thought proper to accompany its presentation with 
remarks, in his opinion, altogether premature an! 
unnecessary. He (Mr. C.) was as ready as any 
man, when facts were adduced, to pass censure ol 
the conduct of public men; but his object in 
rising was to protest against the course taken by 
the Senator from Massachus*tts, passing cen- 
sure on public officers by means of inferences 
drawn from facts not yet established. He protested 
azainst implicating the conduct of public men on a 
mere inquiry to elicit facts, ant he protested 
against any man rising in his place and endorsin¢ 
er parte statements in the letters “of his correspon - 
dents or in newspapers. In all conscience (Mr. C. 
said) the newspapers are licentious enough, and 
he hoped that this licentiousness was not to be 
transierred to this body. He need not say whe he: 
the individuals thus unnecessarily implicated were 
guilty or innocent, but justice required that their 
guilt or innocence should not be pronounced oa ti!! 
the fae’s of the case were brought out. This was 
not only in accordance with the principles of con- 
stitational law, but with the immutable princi- 
ples of eternal justice. He had said that there 
would have been noobjection to the immediate adop- 
tion of the resolution without debate or amendment, 
had not the Senator from Massachusetts himself 
accompanied it by remarks caleulated to implicate 
public officers in advance. As it was his wish that 
all the facts should be brought out, he would vote 
for the resolution, and also for the amendment; bat 
he could not, by silence, give his sanction to impli- 
cations thus cast on individuals before they were 
heard in their defence. Would it be contended 
that it was either immoral or iliegal to pay that 
kind of money to a man which be is willing to re- 
ceive? If so, Mr. C. said it most be founded ona 
system of ethics, and principles of law, entirely 
new tohim. Till hesaw some authority to sustain 
the position, he could not assent to its sgundsess, 
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T’o establish the doctrine that a man who had vo- 
juntarily rece ived bank bills, which afterwards be- 
came depreciated, could claim the amonnt of de- 
preeiation, would lead to most ruinous conse- 
quences --would unsettle thousands of transactions, 
and throw seciety into utter confusion. 

3ut, Mr. C. repeated, his object in rising was not 
to engage in the discussion, but to protest against 
Senators rising in their places, and making charges 
by insinuation against the characiers of men, be- 
fore the facts are known, or can be known, and 
before they have had an opportunity of explaining 
or defending their conduct. Ele was aware that 
the privileges of this body had been pleaded as a 
sanction to this unwarrantable practice; but he was 
not for allowing privilege to shelier the member 
whose imputations injuriously affect the character 
of an absent individual; and Mr. C. said he would 
take this occasion to say, if a constituent of his 
were assailed in this manner, privilege or ne privi- 
lege, he should hold the arsailant as a calumniator; 
and if he undertook to avail himsel/ of the protec- 
sion of his privilege, he should denounce him as 

iil worse, 

Mr. C. said he was for getting all the information 
on the subject that the Senator trom Massachusetts 
required, and also that desired by the Senator from 
Connecticut, (Mr. Niles,) and, when that was done, 
if it should be found that the public officers were 
justly censurable, he would be ready to give them 
his condemnation. But justice, as well as huma- 
nity, forbade that he should condemn any man in 
advance, by inference or implication, from ex parte 
statements or charges. 

Mr. WEBSTER said he undertook to endorse 
nothing but the respegtability of the writer of the 
letter which he had read; and he believed there 
were fifty letiers now in the city, confirming his 
statements, which he also believed to be true. But 
he now proposed an inguiry, that ail doubt might 
be settled on all sides, and that it might be ascer- 
tained how such a state of facts existed, if they did 
exist. Mr. W. had characterized nothing. He 
had in this respect avoided the course of the Sena- 
tor from Connecticut. But he believed there had 
been a clear breach of the statute on this subject, 
and he wanted to know whether there was any 
thing to justify it. He was not disposed to treat 
public officers with extreme delicacy: he had 
drawn his resolution hastily, but without intending 
any disrespect. : 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama replied that he had made 
no objection whatever to the inquiry. On the con- 
trary, he stated distinctly that he was in favor of it; 
and if, when the facts were brought out, the public 
ofhcers concerned should be found to be censura- 
rable, he would be ready to pronounce judement 
onthem. But the Senator from Massachusetts de- 
nied that he had charged these public officers by 
implication. It was true that the Senator did not 
undertake to charge them,on his personai know- 
ledge, with having violated the laws, to the in- 
jury of the public creditors; but what did he 
do? He (the Senator) stated in his place 
that these things were said of them, and that he 
believed them to be true. Now Mr. C. asked the 
Senator from Massachusetts where was the pro- 
priety of making insinuations calculated su deeply 
to implicate the conduct ot individuals on a mere 
resolution of inquiry?) Did any Senator resist the 
adoption of the resolution? No one: for it was 
not usual to resist an inquiry, whether it related te 
the conduct of public officers or not. Then had 
he not a right to complain that when an inquiry 
was instituted, and before the individuals concerned 
had an opportunity ot uttering a word of explana- 
uon or defence, the Senator came forward with 
implications of the most damning character against 
them, and endorsed them by representing the man 
who made them as a man of high character and 
respectability. 

he Senator from Massachusetts might, as he 
said, have gone no farther than had been frequent- 
ly done on such cecasions; but if such was the 
custom in the Senate, it was‘a bad one, and the 
sooner it was abolished the better i: would be for its 
dign ty and respectability. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered a substitute for the 
former part of Mr. Weesrre’s resolution, which 
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Mr. Wersrer objected to as too general, and | 


which, at the request of Mr. Cray of Alabama, 
Mr. Hussarp withdrew. 

The amendment of Mr. Nites was then 
fied, to read as fo!lows: 

“* And that he further report to the Senate, wheth- 
er the late Bank of the United States has vet pani, 
or accounted with the Government, the sum of one 
hundred and sixty thousand dollars, unjustly de- 
tained, on a pretence of a claim of damages for the 
non-payment of the draft drawn on the French 
Government, and also to report what loss the Uni- 
ted States have svstained by depositing the pablic 
revenues in banks, or by receiving the notes of 
banks which have failed, or their bills become de- 
preciated.” 

In this shape it was agreed to, and the resolution 
of Mr. Wersrrr, as amended by Mr. Nites, was 
adopted. 

After its adoption, Mr. BAYARD said that the 
Secretary of the Senate was in doubt whether the 
word unjustly had been retained or stricken out of 
the resolution just adopted. 

The CHAIR said that the motion to strike out 
had not been put, but that motion could now be 
put, by leave of the Senate. 

Mr. NILES said he had not withdrawn the word 
unjustly, but would not delay the Senate by taking 
a vote en it, and asthe resolution had passed, he 
would consider the word withdrawn. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill forthe purpose of making the same pro- 
vision for the officers and sol:iers of the army, that 
is made for the officers and marines of the naval 
service, by an act, entitled “An act for the more 
equitable administration of the Navy Pension 
fund,” approved March 3d, 1837. 

SUB-TREASURY. 

Mr. NORVELL said, that yesterday he had 
voted with the majority to make the Divorce bill 
the order of the day for that day two weeks. Upon 
reflection, he thought that the postponement was too 
long. Great anxiety seemed to prevail, not only 
here, but e!sewhere, for the early consideration of 
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this great measure. He had observed letters 
from New York, published in the morning 
papers, stating that the mercantile community 
were at a stand, unable or unwilling to go 
on with the transaction of their regular busi- 
ness operations, because of the delay on the 


part of Congress 1n acting definitively on this cur- 
rency question. It sppeared to him very evident, 
too, from the debate which had just taken place 
unon a resolution of inquiry, directed to the Secre- 
tary of the ‘Treasury, that the sooner this connec- 
tien between Bank and State could be brought te 
an issue, the better it would be for all parties. He 
therefore moved a reconsideration of the vote of 
yesterday, with a view further to make a motion 
that the Divoree bill be made the special order of 
the day for Tuesday next. 

After a few remarks from Mr. WEBSTER and 
Mr. WRIGHT, the question was taken, and the 
reconsideration was ordered—ayes 21, noes 17. 

On motion of Mr. NORVELL, 

The biil was then made the special order for 
Tuesday next. 

Mr. RIVES, on leave, introduced a bill auiho- 
rizine the necessary examinations and surveys for 
the establishment of a naval rendezvoue and depot 
near the southern extremity of Florida; which was 
read twice, and ordered to a third reading. 

Mr. BUCHANAN moved to take yp the bill 
reported by hi: the other day for the maintenance 
of our neutral relations on the inland frontier; 
which, afier some remarks from Messrs. WAL- 
XER and BUCHANAN, was adopted. 

Mr. DAVIS, after some remarks, submitted an 
amendment, which, on an explanation from Mr. 
Brenanan, that the case was already provided 
for in the existing laws, he withdrew. 

The bil was then ordered to be engressed for a 
third reading. 

The following bills wer 
thirdftime and passed: 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
named. 


ihen severally read the 
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‘The bill for the relief of Samuel Ferguson. 

The bill tor the relief of John McCarty. 

The bill for the relief of Mrs. Caroline E. Cli- 
therall, widow of Dr. George C. Clitherall, late a 
surgeon in the army of the United States. 

The bill for the relief of the Steamboat Compa- 
ny of Nantucket. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas A. Smith. 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of War to pay 
to Benjamin Marphy, of Arkansas, the value ot 
his corn, eattle, and hogs, taken trom him by the 
Cherokee Indians in 1828. 

The biil for the relief of the legal ri presenta- 
tives of Francis Cazot. 

The bill for the relief of the owners of the shi; 
Alleghany and their legal representatives. ; 

The Senate then adjourned. 


IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Trywrspay, January 18, 1838. 

Reports from committees being called for, the 

following bills, &c. were reported: 
NAVAL AFFAIRS. 

Mr. WISE reported Senate bill, without amend- 
ment, for the relief of Andrew Armstrong. 

Also, a bill granting to James Low a section of 
land. 

Mr. INGHAM reported a bill for the relief o: 
Vincent Marcoretti. 

Also, a bill for the relief of J. Loomis and Jame: 
Bassett, 

Also, a bill for the relief of John March. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Epsom Hamilton. 

Mr. GRANTLAND reported Senate bill, with 
an amendment, entitled an act to amend the fifth 
section of the act passed June 13, 1834, for the bet- 
ter orga:.ization of the Marine Corps. 

REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 

Mr. MORGAN reported a bill for the relief o; 
“ames Bovd, 

Mr. FRY reported a bill granting a pension to 
Sarah Barney of Connecticut. 

Mr. EWING reported a bill for the relief 
William Steele of the State of New York. 

INVALID PENSIONS, 

Mr. PLUMER reported a) bill granting a pen- 
sion to James Smith. 

A bill granting a pensiun to Thomas Fraser. 

A bill granting a pension to M. M’Crea. 

Mr. AYCRIGG reported bills granting pensions 
to John W. Jewell; to Daniel M. Rory; and to 
Benjamin I. Weston. 

INDIAN APPAIRS. 

Mr. BELL reported a resolution directing the 
Committee on Indian Affairs to inquire into th: 
expediency of increasing the number of clerks em- 
ployed in the office cf the Commissioner of Indian 
Aflairs. 

SELECT COMMITTEE. 

Mr. McCLELLAN, of New York, from the Se- 
lect Commitice to whom was referred the memoria! 
of Robert W. Murphey and others, reported a bil 
authorizing the erection of a monument to Davi 
Williams, one of the capiors of Major Andre. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

On motion of Mr. CAMBRELENG, the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means was discharged from 
the farther consideration of the report of the Secre- 
tary of War on the claims of the State of Massa- 
chusetis for services and advances during the late 
war, and that the same be referred to the Commt- 
tee on Military Affairs. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. THOMAS reported Senate bill, without 
amendment, to abolish public executions in capital 
cases. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Joseph Wallis. 

Also, a bill to provide for the settlement of the 
claims of Walter Jones against the United States. 
REVOLUTIONARY CLAIMS. 

Mr. MUHLENBERG reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Lieut. Col. Wil- 
liam Fulton. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD reported a bill for the re- 
lief of the heirs of William Langford. 

Also, a bill. for the relief of the heirs of Thomas 
Glascock. 

Mr. CRAIG reported a bill for the relief of the 
corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of 








Hanover, now Yorkville, in Westchester county, 
New York. 
PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CHAPMAN reported a bill for the relief of 
certain persons who have been deprived of their 
rights of pre-emption under the act of the 19th of 
June, 1834, by the location of Indian reservations. 

RELATIONS WITH MEXICO. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the following resolution, submitted by Mr. Apams 
on the 18th ult: 

Resolved, ‘Ti:at the Presidentof the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a copy 
and transiation of the pamhlet in the Spanish lan- 
guage, stated in the report of the Secretary of State 
o this House to have been printed and circulated 
by the late minister from the Republic of Mexico, 
Gorostiza, before his departure from this country, 
and the name of the diplomatic functionary from 
a foreign Government who communicated a copy 
of said pamphlet to the Secretary of State. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
HOWARD to strike out all that part relating to 
the name of the diplomatic functionary, after the 
word “country,” in the eighth line. 

Mr CUSHING, who was entitled to the floor, 
resumed his remarks He said he wished to make 
an explanation to the Tfouse, in relation to a por- 
tion of his rematks when he had previously spoken 
on that subject. It was with reference to an im- 
plied charge that Mr. Fox, the British minister, 
was the individual who had communicated the 
pamphlet of Mr. Gorostiza to the Secretary. Of 
course, said Mr. C. that minister did not consider 
it incumbent upon him to notice the affair, so long 
as the imputation rested on mere newspaper siate- 
ment; but when it was repeated on the floor of 
that Tlouse, in debate, Mr. Fox considered it neces- 
sary to make a declaration on the subject. From 
that communication, Mr. C. was: enabled to state 
that Mr. Fox had no connection whatever with the 
history of the pamphlet of Mr. Gorostiza ; that he 
was n:t the individual who presented the pamphlet 
to the Secretary of State; that he did not commu- 
nicate to the Secretary the intelligence of the exist- 
ence of su-h a pamphlet, nor did he make use of 
the expressions which had becn the subject of de- 
bate in the Flouse. 

Mr. C. said it gave him great pleasure to be able 
to make that statement, for two reasons: first, that 
all imputation was thus removed from the repre- 
sentative of a foreign power; and, secondly, that, 
as hitherto suspicion had rested upon the whole of 

‘the diplomatic body, a great step had been taken 
towards ascertaining the real individual; for by 
thus asceriaining who it was not, was a beginning 
towards discovering who it was; and he was giad 
to see the fog begin to lift away from this singular 
affair. 

Mr. C. explained further, that when, in his for- 
mer speech, he had alluded to the pamphiet, he 
had left it to be supposed by the House that it had 
been published, and might be obtained from any 
of the booksellers. He now deemed it proper to 
state, that the copy which he had read was loaned 
to him by a friend ; but wishing to procure a copy 
for himse!f, he applied to the booksellers, and was 
by them informed that the pamphlet had not been 
published, and was not for sale. 

Mr. C. then adverted to a publication which 
purported to be a review of the pamphlet of Mr. 
Gorostiza, and which only professed to give a 
translation of the introdnetory portion of the pam- 
phlet, and sundry extracts from the body of the 
work. From this, and from the report of Mr. 
Forsyth himself, it was evident that the entire 
pamphlet, with the various docnments, had not 
been translated. Mr. C. here read that portion of 
the report of the Secretary of State referring to it, 
and contended that it was highly important that the 
House should be placed in possession of the ori- 
ginal papers in Spanish, that they might have an 
opportunity of judging for themselves. That the 
entire pamphlet had never been published in its; 
popular sense, was confirmed beyond all doubt 
and this formed a conelusive reason why it 
should be obtained by the House, in order to 
judge if a proper construction had been put 
upon the various points, which often depended 
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upon the turn or idiomatic expression of the 
language from which they were translated. Mr. 
C. said, that in making this remark, he did aci 
mean to impeach the good faith or intedigence of 
Mr. Greenhow, the transiator of the Department 
of State, whom he highly respected; but only to 
assert a general principle. Beside which, the fact 
that the pamphlet had not been pubiished here (in 
the popular sense) by Mr, Gorostiza, was matetial 
to the question of the bearing of the transaction 
upon the relations of the United States with the 
Mexican Republic. 

Mr. C. observed that the hour having expired, he 
would defer his remarks on the main ques'ior. 

The SPEAKER laid before the Ifouse a com- 
munication from the Postmaster General, con- 
taining a statement of ithe contracts, routes, &e. of 
the Express mail. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

Referred to the Commitee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration ef 
the Mississippi election case, the questions pending 
being as follows: 

Mr. BRONSON moved the followiog resolution: 

Resolved, That Messrs. S.S. Prentss and T. J. 
Word are not meinbers of the 25th Congiess, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House as such. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bett, who on yesterday moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word ‘“Reso/ved,” and 
inserting as follows: ‘That the resolution of this 
House of the 3d of October last, declaring that 
SamvEt J.Guotson and Joun F. H. Cuaiporne were 
duly elected members of the 25th Congress, was 
agreed to without a knowledge of all the facts 
which were material to a cerrect decision of the 
question presented, and the same is, hereby re- 
scinded.” 

Resolved further, That Messts. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in Nove:mber 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such; 

Mr. PRENTISS addressed the House at length 
against the sitting members; and, without con- 
cluding, gave way to 

Mr. CHAMBERS, on whose motion 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Tuurspay, January 18, 1858. 

The CHAIR communicated a report from the 
Post Office Department, made in compliance with 
a resolution of the Senate of the llth ulumo, in 
relation to the express mail; which, on motion of 
Mr. GRUNDY was laid on the table, and ordered 
to be prinied. : 

The CHAIR also communicated a report from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, in answer to a reso- 
lution of the Senate, showing the amount «f specie 
received at the ‘lreasury from the valivus sources 
of revenue; which, on motion of Mr. bU- 
CHANAN, was laid on the tablegand ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of Charles 
Stewart, praying compensation for an alleged 
breach of contract on the partof the Navy De- 
partment; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. WALKER presented the memorialof sun- 
dry citizens of Mississippi, praying for the passage 
of a general pre-emption law; which was reterred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the memorial of 
the pilots of the city of New York, and the re- 
monstrance of the Chamber of Commerce on the 
same subject, made areport unfavorable to the 
prayer of the memorialists; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary claims, to which had been referred the bill 
for the relief of the heirs and legatees of Everard 
Mead, deceased reported a bill for their relief; 
which was read, and ordered to a second reading 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

The Copamittee on Pensions was discharged 
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from the further consideration of the petition at 
D. Bingham. 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

The same Committee was also discharged (rom 
the further consideration of the petitions of Silas 
Williams, Humphrey Marshall, John Howe, Rv 
bert Mann, Benjamin Bancroft, Isaac Bates, 
Catharine Mayhew, and Ann E. Crittenden. 

Mr. KING, from the Commities on Commerce, 
reported without amendment, the bills for the re 
lief of Joseph Dashiells and Nathan Levy, seve- 
rally without amendment. 

Mr. NILES, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which had been referred 
the memorial of Jabez L. White and Asa White, 
reported a bill for their relief; which was read and 
ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY, of Alabama, from the Committee on 
the Public Lands, to which had been referred the 
bill to settle contested claims that have arisen un- 
der the pre-emption laws, reported the same with 
an amendment, striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting a substitute designating what 
classes of claims shall be allowed. , 

The Senate took up the report of the Committee 
on Indian Affairs, on the nemorial of the Legisla- 
ture of Arkansas, in relation to the Osage Indians 
and after some conversation between Messrs LINN 
and SEVIER, it was,on motion of the former, laid 
on the table, with an understanding to take i uy 
to-morrow. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported the bill for the retief of James 
Dunn, without amendment; and also reported ,un- 
favorably on the bill to grant atownship of land to 
the French University at St. Louis. 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, re- 
ported, without amendment, the bill supplementary 
to the act to provide for the adjustment of titles to 
lots in the town of Detroit, 

Mr. WALKER, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the memorial praying for 
the creation of a board to settle certain titles to 
land in Wisconsin, moved to be discharged from 
the further consideration thereof, inasmuch as the 
power already existed by law in the receivers o/ 
the land cffices to adjust those titles: the motion 
was agreed to. 

The bill to amend the act in addition to the act 
for the punishment of certain crimes against the 
United States, and to repeal the acts therein men- 
tioned, approved the 20th April, 1818, was rea: 
the read time and passed. 

Mr. PRESTON made some few remarks in ie- 
lation to the question which had been taken the 
previous day to reconsider the vote, making the 
sub-Treasury bill the order of the day for Tuestday 
fortnight. He felt much surprised to find, on com- 
ing to the Senate this morning, that such a course 
had been pursued ; the vote on thé occasion was 
less in number than the original vote, and he there 
fore expressed a hope that some action might b 
had, by which the time could be fixed for Tuesda; 
fortnight, as previously agreed on. If in order, he 
would therefore move to rescind the vote. 

[A long arid animated discussion here took place 
on a point of order, in which Messrs. KING, 
WALKER, RIVES, CLAY, CALHOUN, CRIT- 
TENDEN, WRIGHT, BROWN, and others par- 
ticipated. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky expressed his regre: 
that the vote for reconsideration should have taken 
place on yesterday. Here was a bill with twenty- 
nine or thirty sections, pregnant with interest to the® 
people, which had not yet been printed and sprea:! 
upon our tables, yet we were to be precipitated 
inte action, (when three days out of the six hai 
already expired,) on a measure more odious in 
itself than the far-famed alien and sedition laws. 
Why, asked Mr. C. was it pressed here? Why 
was the measure not brought forward in the popu- 
lar branch, to which it properly belongs? Par,<. 
hoped the time, as originally fixed, would be re- 
stored. : 

Mr. WRIGHT replied to Mr. Cray, saying 
that the charge of precipiianey came with a bad 
grace from the gentleman, who, on a former occa- 

sion, had taunted the committee for not briuging 
forward the measure at an earlier period. 
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Mr. CALHIOUN was decidedly opposed to any 
delay ; it was all-important to the commercial in- 
tere-t of the country that the measure should be 
decided on at once. He thought it better to fix the 
first early day for the consideration of this very 
important bill, when the chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Finance could make his explanations 
and suggestions ; that, in his opinion, would be the 
best mode oteproceeding. If gentlemen at that 
time did not find themselves prepared to go on with 
ihe discussion, he, for one, would be disp sed to 
grant it; but would govern himself as the exigency 
of the case might require. 

Mr. ROANE said, from a desire to extend ony 
possible courtesy to those who asked for a} ger 
time for consideration on this all important matter, 
he would, as he had voted with the majority yves- 
terday for a reconsideration, move to reconsider 
that vote 

The discussion having been continued for some 
time, 

Mr. WALKER moved to lay the motion to re- 
consider on the table. 

Mr. CLAYof Kentucky called for the ayes and 
noes, which were erdered; when there appeared for 
the motion 19, against it 27, as follows: 

YEAS-—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Niles, 
Norvell, Smith of Connecticut, Walker, Wright 
ae. 

AYS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Prown, Clay 
of Kentucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knighi, 
McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tall- 
inadge, Tipton, Webster and White—27. 

Mr. CALHOUN still pressed an early conside- 
rance of the bill. southern 
suffering. ; 

Mr. CRITTENDEN opposed the measure. 

Mr. RIVES thought the delay of afew days 
could be a matter of no consequence to the com- 
mercial interests of the country, but would be of 
vast importance to Senators. He thought the 
time before fixed on would have a tendency to ac- 
celerate rather than retard the public business; by 
that period every Senator could digest the snbject, 
and prepare his mind for prompt action. Here 
was a bill which the committee had been six or seven 
weeks in preparing, and when seven or eight days 
were asked, to prepare to meet the measure, eeutle- 
men were disposed to deny us even that time. Was 
there any thing unreasonable in asking such a post- 
ponement? If ithad taken seven weeks to prepare 
this bill, with all the aid and stimulus of the Sena- 
tor from South Carolina to help it on, should we, 
who were opposed to the measure, be denied a few 
days? He trusted not. 

Mr. BROWN spoke at Jength against the mo- 
tion to reconsider. He thought the sooner a deci- 
sive and prompt action was had on the subject, the 
better for the interests of the people and the Go- 
vernment. He did not know how gentlemen could 
reconcile the inconsistency of their conduct in rela- 
tion to the matter. When the friends of the Admi- 
nistration were desirous of bringing it forward. they 
were charged with a disposition to force it upon the 
consideration of the Senate at an early and impro- 
per period. When they were preparing and arrane- 
ing its details, they were charged with dilatorines: 
and taunted with a wish to surrender the question. 
It had been said, in and out of the House, that we 
did not intend to carry through the measure; that it 
was amere ad captandum, gotten up for political 
effect. He, (Mr. B.) as one of its friends. was 
willing to give an earnest of his desire to pro- 
secule it to a complete fulfilment. Never did any 
thing come with a worseJgrace than these com- 
plaints from the source they do. In a discussion 
which took place ia this body some weeks Since, it 
was asked, and sneering!ly asked, “Why did 
not the Committee cn Finance ) 


interests were already 


bring forward 
their Sub-Treavury scheme, instead of a pica- 
yune bill for this ten miles guare "9 fend 
when the commercial and! other interests , f this 


great country were requiring that Congress should 
act promptly on this matter, we are told that we 


are endeavoring “to force upon them a system 
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the subject any longer, and he trusted the motion 
would not prevail. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
reconsider the vote of yesterday, and carried by a 
vote of 23 to 20, as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Clay of Ken- 
tucky, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Knight, 
McKean, Merrick, Morris, Nicholas, Prentiss, 
Preston, Rives, Roan, Robbins, Rugg'es, Sevier, 
Smith of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Webster, and White—23. 

NAYS—Messis Allen, Benton, Brown, Bucha- 
nan, Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, Cuthbert, 
Fulten, Grundy, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
kin, Lyon, Niles, Norvell, Robinson, Smith of 
Connecticut, Walker, Wright, and Young—20. 

The question to reconsider the vote of yester- 
day being carried, the question was then taken on 
fixing the day for making this bill the special or- 


der, when Tuesday week was agreed on by vote of 


93 19 ON. 

The CHAIR communicated a report received 
from tre Secretary of the Treasury, in obedience 
to a resolution of the Senate, showing the amount 
of specie received at the land offices, &c. which 
was laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

The bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard 
W. Meade then came up on its third reading, 
when , 

Mr. WRIGHT rose aad addressed the Senate 
until a late hour against the bill. He regretted that 
he felt ita paramount duty to resist it, from consi- 
derations of justice to the country and his own con- 
science. He entered into a suceinet history of this 
case from the time of Mr. Meade’s visit to Cadiz 
in 1803, up to the perio | when the claim was made 
on this country, under the provisions of the treaty 
with Spain, from which he maintained that Mr. 
Meade had no well-founded claim on the United 
States, but that the claim was between himself and 
the Government ef Spain, growing out ef transac- 
tions of a private nature The bill, in its present 
shape, it was true, appropriated nothing; but it 
nevertheless delegated the important powers of Con- 
gress to taree individuals, which course, he con- 
ceived, whatever might be the virtues and acquire- 
ments of the gentlemen, (and he did not believe 

coul¢ be found,) was dangerous in 
an! wrong in principle. Even if the com- 
whom it was proposed to refer it should 
decide against the claim, still the passage of the bill 
by the Senate might be looked on hereafter as a 
solemn recognition of the justice of the claim. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the further con- 
sideration of this bill was postponed until to-mor- 
row. 

M-. FULTON, on leave, introduced a bill to 
authorize the location of pre-emption certificates by 
the register of the land office at Batesville, Arkan- 
sas, under act of 26th May, 1834: read twice, and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, the Senate. pro- 
ceeded to the eonsideration of Executive business ; 
and soon after 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Frivay, Jan. 19, 1838. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

Who adverted, as a reason for making it, to the 
importance of the bill, in relation to the Canada 
frontier, sundry bills from thé Senate, lying on the 
Speaker s tae, were taken ap, read a first and se- 
cond time, and referred lo their appropriate staud- 
ing comiuittees. 

The bill entitled an acto amend the act of 1818, 
for the pun shment of certain crumes against the 
United States, [viz, to provide fer the better proiec- 
tion of the western {r. nuler] was read twice, and 


Se Ls 
more odions than the alien and sedition law itself.” | On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 
Sir, (said Mr. B.) thi system, thus denounced by | Referred to the Committee on Forefgn Affairs. 
the friends of a paper currency, was the system of || The following bills were also read twice. and 
the framers of the Constitution, and wiser and bet- || commuted to the appropriate standing committees: 
ter men never lived. Ranks were never contem | An act for the relief of certain persons therein 
plated by the fathers of the Constitution as agents |} named. 
of Government, and experience had shown us that 1 An act for the relief of Samuel Pereuson. 
the Government should not again put it in their \| An act for the relief of the Leivs of Francis Cz 
power 'o embarrass its operations. Mr. B. thought | zeau. 
we were bound by every consideration not to delay || 


An aci for the relief of John M’Cartney. 

An act for the relief of the Steamboat Company 
of Nantuctet. 

An act for the relief of Catherine E. Clitheral! 

An act for the relief of Thomas A. Smith. 

An act to authorize the Secretary of War to ad 
just and pay to Benjamin, Murphy, of Arkansas, 
the value of his corn, cattle, and hogs, taken by 
the Cherokee Ind:ans in the year 1828. 

An act for the relief of the owners of the ship 
Alleghany, and their legal representatives. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
Executive communications: 

1. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
report of the officers charged with the Topographi- 
cal bureau of the survey of Provincetown harbor, 
Massachusetts. 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, laid on the ta- 
ble, and on motion of Mr. REED, 1,000 copies ot 
the chart ordered to be engraved. 

2. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a 
statement of the amount of postages paid on letters 
and papers transmitted by Express mail. 

On motion of Mr. MONTGOMERY, referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

3. From the Secretary of War, transmitting an 
abstract of all the pension Jaws now in force, to- 
gether with the instructions issued thereunder from 
time to time. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD. laid on the table 

Mr. HOWARD moved to print 5,000 extra copies 

Mr. GRENNELL moved 10,000; which was 
agreed to. 


CANADA AFFAIRS. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the consent of the 
House to submit the following resol stion: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested, if not incompatible with the public 
interests, to communicate to this House any in- 
formation possessed by him, respecting the capture 
and destruction of the steamboat Caroline at 
Schlosser, during the night of the 29th of Decem- 
ber last, and the murder of citizens of the United 
States on board, and all the particulars thereof nos 
heretofore communicated. And especially to in- 
form the House whether said capture was autho- 
rized, commanded or sanctioned, or has been avow- 
ed by the British authorities or officers, or any of 
them. And, also, whatsteps have been taken by 
him to obtain satisfaction from the Government ot 
Great Britain onaccount of said outrages. And 
to communicate to the House any correspondence 
relative thereto, which has passed between the Go 
verament of the United States and Great Britain, 
or any of the public authorities of either. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. F. moved a suspension of the rule, but the 
House refused. 

Reports from standing committees were then 
called for. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG reported a bill for the re- 

lief of Quertier and Albey, of New Orleans ; 


which was read twice, and postponed till Friday 
next. 

Also, a bill respealing certain provisions of the 
act to alter and amend the several acts imposing 
duties on imports, approved 14th July, 1832. 

The bill having been read twice, 


, 2. Are . 
| Mr. CAMBRELENG inoved to postpone it, for 


further consideration, till this day two weeks. 

Mr. TITUS moved its reference to the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures; which motion was sustained 
by Messrs. TILLINGHAST, BIDDLE, and 
EVERETT, and opposed by Messrs, CAMBRE- 
LENG and HAYNES, when Mr. CAMBRE- 
LENG’S motion was agreed to—ayes 92, noes 69. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
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the Mississippi election case, the questions pending 
being as follows: 

Mr. BRONSON moved the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Messrs. S.S. Prentiss and T. J 
Word are not members of the 25th Congress, and 
are not entitled to their seats in the House us such. 

The question pending being on the motion of 
Mr. Bett, who on yesterday moved to amend by 
striking out all after the word ‘‘ Resolved,” and 
inserting as follows: ‘‘ That the resolution of this 
House of the 3d of October last, declaring that 
Samuet. J. Guoison and Joan F. H. Cramorne 
were duly elected members of the 25th Congress, 
was agreed to without a knowledge of ail the facts 
which were material to a correct decision of the 
question presented, and the same is hereby re- 
scinded.” , 

Resolved further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Misssippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such; 

Mr. Prentiss, one of the contestants, con- 
cluded his remarks; and he was followed, very 
briefly, by Mr. GHOLSON, and by Mr. FOSTER, 
of New York, at some length; when, without con- 
cluding, the last gentleman gave way to 

Mr. HOLSEY, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE, 
Frivay, January 19, 1837. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented a petition of 
McKee, Harding and Co. and 190 citizens of 
Wheeling, Virginia, praying Congress to anihorize 
a subscription on the part of the General Govern- 
ment to the stock of the Jeffersonville and New 
Albany Canal Company. 

Mr. SMITH said he had received the petition 
yesterday at too late a period to present it. The 
petitioners include almost the entire business por- 
tion of the citizens of Wheeling, as he understands. 
They represent the object of the petition to be, to 
enlist Congress in aid of the construction of a canal 
around the falls of Ohio, on the Indiana side, of 
sufficient capacity to pass steamboats of the largest 
size at all seasons of the year A charter had beeh 
granted to the company by the Legislature of In- 
diana. The work, he said, was ove of greai na- 
tional importance, and he hoped and believed it 
would receive from the Committee on Roads and 
Canals, to which he proposed to refer it, all the 
consideration its importance entitled itto. It was 
one only of a number of petitions emanating from 
different places on the Ohio, that would be pre- 
sented to Congress on this subject ; and as it was 
a subject of mere than ordinary importance, he 
asked that the petition might be printed, which was 
ordered accordingly, and referred to the Committee 
on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Portland, Maine, praying an 
appropriation for the erection of a beacon on St. 
George’s shval, in the entrance of that harbor ; 
which was referred to the Committee on Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
sundry citizens of Philadelphia praying that the 
frigate Raritan, now on the stocks, might be com- 
pleted; which was referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr NORVELL presented a petition from a 
number of Mechanics and other inhabitants of the 
city of Philadelphia, praying that Congress should 
make an appropriation for the completion of the 
construction of the frigate Raritan, now on the 
stocks in that city, as soon as practicable: referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Seward 
Porter; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, 

Resolved, That the Secrétary of the Treasury 
furnish to the Senate a list of all articles of mer- 
chandise of import subject to duties and the rate 
of said duties; also, a list of all articles of import 
admitted free of duty. 

On motion of Mr. WEBSTER, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
10 transmit to the Senate a list of all persons and 
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corporations appointed pension agents, under act 
of the 20th April, 1836, or under any other autho- 
rity; and communicate copies of all orders aw! 
regulations prescribed to such agents 

Mr. SMITH of {ndiana offered the following 
resolution, which lies one day on the table: 

Reso/ved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of granting to the State of Indiana the pre-emption 
right to the lands obtained by the late treaty with 
the Miaini Indians, in that State, onsuch terms anil 
at such price as shall be just, to aid the State in he: 
works of internal improvement. 

The reports of the Committee on Pensions ad- 
verse to the petitions of Robert Mann, John Howe, 
Benjamin Bancroft, Isaac Bates, Catharine Pain- 
ter, Anne E. Crittenden, and sundry cthers, were 
severally considered and concurred in. 

Mr.NORVELL, from the Committee on Revo- 
lutienary Claims, moved tu discharge that commit- 
tee from the further consideration of the petition of 
Elisha Sutton, and to refer it to the Committee on 
Pensions. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. N. also moved a recommitment of the report 
on the petition of William and Henry Fulford, 
with additional cocuments, which he presented to | 


the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. \| 
The motion was agreed to. 1 


The bill for the relief of the executrix of the late 
Richard W. Meade then came up as the unfinished | 
business of yesterday. | 

Mr. WALKER addressed the Senate for some | 


time, with much zeal, in favor of the claim, and 


chiefly in answer to the remarks of Mr. Wricht of | 


yesterday. Tie maintained that the claim was 
founded in justice, and not to meet it would be a 
violation of every principle of justice; a violation 
of the solemn treaty with Spain, which released 
that Government from all debts due to onr citizens. | 
Mr. NILES said he had supported the bill on | 
another eceasion, and felt sull disposed to do so, if 
it were modified to suit his views. He thought it 
would be better to so amend it, that a board might 
report all the facts in the case, and its opinion in 
relation to the whole subject, when the Senate 
would be betier prepared to act definitely. Mr. N. 
therefore moved an amendment, to the effect that | 
the board created by the first section of the bill | 
shall report the facts of the case, and the principles 
applicable to such facts; and whether, in their opi- 
nion, any thing was due, and what sum of the ori- 


whether, in law or equity, the United States was 
bound to pay said claim te the heirs of R. W. 
Meade. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky wished that the Senator 
would withdraw his amendment. 
calculated to produce delay, and to embarrass the 
final passage of the bill. There was no danger, as 
had been remarked before, about other claims 
growing out of the passage of this act. The claim 
of the Meades stood isolated and alone. [Here 
Mr. C. went into a long detail of all the cirenm- 
stances connecied with the case, contending for the 
justice of the claim, and the injury the family of 
the Meades had sustained by the long delay of the 
Government to do them justice. ] 

Mr. HUBBARD moved to recommit the bill, 
with instructions to amend-it, by striking out the 


second section, and substituting that offered by the || 


Senator from Connecticut, (Mr. Niles.) 

Mr. BUCHANAN was of opinion that the best 
course would be to pass the bill in its present 
shape. Congress had already spent more time in 
the discussion of this subject than would pay the 
claim (large as it was) twice over. He would un- 
dertake to say that the claim might be examin-d, 
item by item, by every Senator, and that no more 
would be known when they were done than when 
they began, and that the opinions of no two Se- 
nators would be alike on its merits. He thousht 
no better mode could be adopted than that of 
reference to a board of three commissioners ; and 
those named here were as competent as any under 
the Government, and, in fact, there was no other 
wav of getting rid of it 

Mr. HUBBARD was opposed to the cin in 
all its features: he did not believe in its justice ; 
but if it were correct, by adopting the amendment, 


! ; “= < 
'| he should then have a distinct opinion expressed, 


1) 23 to 16, as follows: 


ginal claim of said Meade against Spain; and } 
| 
1 YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Black, 
{| 


1} Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, 


He thought it | 
| 


] 
| 
| 


| 
Mr. 
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which would ia truth expedite its liquidation rather 
than retard it. And besides, we should not dele 
gate the powers of Congress to individuals; he 
was opposed in principle to any such proceeding. 
Mr. WALKER hoped the motion would not 
prevail ; jt was the same in substance, though not 
in language, ‘d by the Senatoi 
from New Hampshire on another ogcacion, and 
lost. It was not possible for any board to 


the case, and 


with the one offe) 


examine 
report on it, in time tor the action o! 


Congress this,session. ‘There were over three 


thousand documents to be examined, and the 
whole transactions in the case exceeded fou 
maith ‘ lollars, being from Is07 to IS14 
Can any Senator believe it possible to do so?) The 
thing was linpossible! He would undertake tosay, - 
that uf that course were 


pursued, the youngest child 


| of the Meades would not be fi 


ving to see it per- 


fected. Why did the Senator object to the refer- 
ence? If he were satisfied to yote on the opinion 
of a board, expressed in favor of the claim, why 
not on their final deeision on the claim itsell. 

Mr. HUBBARD reptied, that though he had 


entire confididence in the individual! 


MV) sham “dl, yet 
it would be invoiving 


whi hh he was not! 


prine » es 
disposed to sanction. 

Mr. SMITH of Connecticut, made some few 
observations in favor of recommiutting the bill 
He had not had sufficient light to enable him to 
vote on the bill understandingly. 

The question was then put on Mr. HUBBARDS 
motion to recommit. 

Mr. WALKER asked forthe yeas and nays 
when there appeard for the motion 17, against 


| 24. as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay of Alabama, 

| Clayton, Davis, Hubbard, Morris, Niles, 
Robbins, Robinson, Ruegies, Smith oi Connecticut, 

| Strange, Tipton, Williams, Wright, and Young 
17. 

NAYS—Allen, Bayard, B'ack, Brown, Bu- 

chanan, Clay ol Kentucky, Crittenden, Cuthbert, 

| Fulton, King, Knight, Lampsin, MeKean, Mer- 


Vier ce 


rick, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roane, 
Suothard, Spence, Swift, Tailmadze, and Walke: 
24. 
| The question then recurmng on the passaze ol 
| the bill— 
Mr. WALKER asked for the yeas and nay 
Mr. WRIGHT oifered a few « n 
| distinetly beara, 
The question being put, was ¢ by a vol 


Brown, 
Buchanan, Clay of elientucky, Crittenden, Cuth- 
| bect, Fulton, King, Koight, McKean, Merric 
Roane, Sou h 
ard, Spence, Swift, Tallmade, and Walker—23 
NAYS-—-Messrs. Calboun, Ciay 
Clayton, Davis Hubbard, 
Pieree, Robbu 


f Alabama, 
A Lumpkin, Morris, 
, Robinson, Smuh of Connecticut 


| Strange, Tipton, Williams, Wright, and Young 
|} —16. 


The Senate then adjourned till Monday. 
[LUUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Saturpay, Jan. 20, 1838. 

Reports from stzading committees were called 
for. 

WAYS AND MEANS. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG made an adverse report 
on the memorial of Lewis Feuchtwanger, propos- 
ing a substitution of German silver for copper coin; 
an adverse report on the petition of the pro- 
prietors of the Neopolitan indemnity stock [for the 
| Government to assume it,} beth of which were 
laid on the table. 
| Mr. M’KIM reported a bill for the relief of Zc- 
chariah Jellisen. 


also, 


CLAIMS. 

Mr. DARLINGTON, reported a biil for the re- 
lief of Sylvester Paelps and the heirs and legal re- 
presentatives of Charles Landon dee’d. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. BRUYN reported a bili for the relief of John 
3alch, Jr. 
REVOBUTIONARY CLAIMS. 


MUHLENBERG reported Senate bill, 
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with an amendment, for the relief of James | 

McCrory. 
' 


Also, Sena‘e bill for the relief of the heirs of Dr 
John Ramsey, deceased, with an amendment. 

Also, Senate bill for the relief of the heirs o/ 
Frederick Seigle, with an amendmen!. 

; MILITARY 

Mr. COLES reported a bill to carry into efiect 
the resolutions of the Continental Congress, for 
erecting monuments to the memory of certain Ge- 
neral officers of the Revolution, and for erecting a 
marble column at Yorktowa, in Virgimia. 

FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

Mr. HOWARD reported a bill t » provide for the 
satisfaction of the claims due to certain American 
citizens for spoliahions comin tled on their com- 
merce prior to the 32st of July, 1801—(the French 
spoliation claim.) 

Mr. H. moved the printing of two thousand ex- 
tra copies of the report. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG treiarked, that when this 
subject was under the consideration «i the Com- 
mitiee on Foreign Affairs two or three years ago, 
two Statements were prepared, one in favor of the 
claim and the other againstit, and Mr. C. 
that both these statements be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD replied that they were included 
in the documents accompanying 
as were all the report r occasions. 
4 Mr. CUSHING remarked that the subject of 
this report interested a large number of persons, 
and as it was notlong, he would ask for its read- 
ing, which was ordered. 

The bill having been twice, was committed to a 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
and two thonsand extra copies 
documents ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CUSHING called up the resolution report- 
ed by him on the 12th inst. trom the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, requesting the President of the 
United States to consider the propriety of entering 
into negotiations with the.court of Denmark, for 
the purpose of obtaining therefrom a just and equit- 
able indemnification for the value of two 
taken by Com. Paul Jones. 

{As explained by Mr. HOWARD, these were 
two British ves Com. Jenes, in 
1797, taken to Denmark, and released by the Da- 
nish Government on the application of the British, 
Minister, on the ground that the United States 
were not then an independent Government. ] 

Mr. TALIAFERRO wished the subject pest- 
poned til to-morrow, to enable him te prepare a 
more definite preposition for the recovery of this 
claim, the justice of which had once been admitied 
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ugcested 


the present report, 


} 
made on forme 


of the report and 


prizes 


! ° ‘ hy er 
els ¢ iptured DY 


by the Government of Denenark, and a sum of 


money tendered, but refused. He was opposed t 
leaving it to the discretion of any body, but sng- 
gested a modification requesting the President to 
cause to be carried out the resolution of the Cont: 
nental Congress on the subject, by opening an im- 
mediate negotiation therefor. 

Mr. CUSHING replied in support of the resolu- 
tion, and in opposition to the proposed modifica- 
tion. He contended that the Continental Congress, 
from which emanated the first resolutions on the 
subject, was an Executive Congress, whereas the 
present Congress was not; therefore, it would be 
improper to re-adopt those resolutions, because the 
present ssessel no powers to compel 
any action on the part of the President, but could 
only make suggestions and recommendations Mr. 
C. recapitulated the facts of the case, 
pla ned that the Government of 


ven up the prizes 


i 


Congress po 


and ex- 
Denmark had 
to the British, on the eround 
that they had been taken puiratically, and that the 
thirteen colonies of America * ute ol re- 
hellion ot the ume. 

Mr. C's remarks were arr 
of the morning hour. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House resumed the report of the Commit 
tee of Elections, with the motion of Mr. Brows 
and the amendment proposed by Mr. Brett. 

Mr. FOSTER resumed his remariis from yester- 
day, and spoke at great length in reply to Mr. 
Prentiss; and, after speaking for upwards of 
two hours, gave way to Me. DE GRAFF, on 
whose motion, the House adjourned. 


the expiration 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Jan. 22, 1838. 
CHEROKEE MEMORIAL. 

Mr. EVERETT moved that the House take up 
the memorial of a Delegation of the Cherokee na- 
tion, remonstrating against the treaty of New Echo- 
ta of December, 1835, presented by him on Mon- 
day last, and lying over. 

Mr. E. exvlained that he did not desire to debate 
it, but merely to move its reference to the Coimit- 
tee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. OWENS objected to the memorial being ta- 
ken up, and called tor the yeas and nays on the 
motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired whether it would 
not be in order for the gentleman to submit his mo- 
tron when the State of Vermont should be called 
for petitions? 

The CHAIR replied that it was equally in order 
now. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG inquired further whether 
the memorial would not come up as a matter of 
course when that State was called, having been 
preseated by a gentleman therefrom? 

The CHAIR replied that it would not under the 
new rules. 

‘The House determined to consider the memoria!— 
yeas 86, nays 83. 

Mr. EVERETT then moved to refer the memo- 
rial to the Committee on Indian Affairs, with in- 
structions * to report the facts in the case.” 

Mr. HAYNES moved to lay the whole subject 
on the table. 

Mr. EVERETT called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion, which were ordered. 

Mr. WISE inguired if it would be in order to 
call for the reading of the memorial. 

The CHAIR replied that it would not, on a mo- 
tion to lay on the table. 

Mr. WISE wished to know how the House 
could vote understandingly on a subject it had 
never heard read? 

The CHAIR said the question had been so de- 
cided by his predecessor, and assented to by the 
Louse. 

Mr. OWENS informed the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia that the memorial, and all the accompanying 
papers, had been printed under the order of the 
House, and laid on the tables of the members. 

The motion to jay on the table was decided in 
the negative—yeas 93, nays 94, as follows: 

Y EAS— Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Bick- 
nell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bruyn, Buchanan, 
Bynum, Cambreleng, Timothy J. Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Cilley, Coles, Craig. Crary, Cusiman, De Grath Dromezoole, 
Duncan, Edwards, Parrinzton, Foster, Fry, Gallup, Gholson, 
Glascock, Gray, Griffin, Hammond, Harrison, Hawkins, 
Hayn s, Holsey, Howard, Hubley, William H. Hunter, Ing- 
ham, Thomas B. Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnsen, 
Nuthaniel Jones, Lawler, Lewis, Logan, Lyon, James M. 
Mason, Martin, May, Robert McCiellan, Abraham McClellan, 
McCiure, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, Sa- 
muel W. Morris, Mubtenberz, Owens, Parker, Parmenter, 
Paynter? Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Pickens, Plumer, 
Pratt, Prentiss, Reily, Reucher, Richardson. Rives, Sheffer, 
Sheplor, Spencer, Stewart, Stone, Taylor, Toucey, Towns, 


Turney, Vail, Wagener, Weeks, Jared W. Williams, Wor 
thington, and Yel!--™ 


NAYS—Messrs Adame, Alexander, Heman Allen, Aycrizg, 
Bell, Bond, Borden, Brices, William B. Cathoun, John Cal- 
hoou, William B. Campbell, William B. Carter, Chambers, 
Cheatham, Childs, Clowney, Coflin, Corwin, Cranston, 
Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davee, Davies, De- 
berry, Dennis, Dunn, Evans, Evereu, Ewing, Richard Fletcher, 
Fillmore, James Gauland, Rice Garland, Goode, William Gra- 
ham, Grennell, Tatl Ha'stead, Harlan, Harper, Hastings, 
liawes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Mopkins, Henry Johnson, 
W. ©. Johnsen, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Loomis, Mallory, Marvin, 
Sameon Mason, Maxwell, McKennan, Mercer, Mathias Morris, 
Calvary Morris, Murray, Naylor, Noyes, Ole, Patterson, 
Pearee, Peck, Pope, Potts, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, Rumsey, 
Russell, Sawyer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Cuarles Shepard, 
Sibley, Smith, Sonthea'e, Stratton, Taliaferro, Tillinghast, 
Toland, Underwood, Webster, Albert S. White, John White, 
Klisha Whitdesey, Sherrod Williams, Christopher Li. Wi!- 
liams, Wise. and Yorke a 

So the House refused to lay the subject on the 
table, and the question recurring on Mr. EVE- 
RETT'’S motion to commit with the instruction. 

Mr. HAYNES rose, and said thatif they were to 
save a Cherokee war, he believed it was as well to 
rive itthen asat any other stage of the proceedings, 
and he therefore moved the indefinite postponement 
of the whole subject 

Mr. EVERETT was unwilling to go into a dis- 
cussign of this matter belore the facts of the case 
were reported upon; but if we must have a discus- 
sion at this time, he would take occasion to make 
a few remarks at present in relation to this memo- 





rial. He considered it a question of very great 
magnitude, of perhaps as great magnitude as any 
which would present itself to the consideration 

the House at the present session, and he was su;. 
prised to find that motions should be made to la 

it upon the table for the purpose of preventing a 
hearing of these petitioners. The guestien was of 
importance, not only so far as it reiated to the 
righ's of the Cherokees, but so far as it related to 
the character of the American Government. There 
were many things which recommended the memo. 
rialists to the favorable consideration of the House. 
This tribe has at all times been friendly to the 
United States, and he was gratitied to see it stated 

in a speech of an officer of the Government, that 
they had stood side by side with us heretofore 

fighting for the common cause of liberty; and on 
this ground he looked upon them as being entitled 
to the consideration of the House and the na- 
tion. It was also to be recollected that these 
people had arrived at a high state of civiliza- 
tion, as nearly as much so as those of our 
inhabitants in that vicinity. This treaty, then, 
which they complain of, when carried into 
force, proposes to remove them from their homes 
which have been improved and made comfortable, 
ans send them into the wilderness to seek new 
abodes. Thisseemed to be doing them injnstice, 
and of all the various species of injustice, thatis most 
intolerable which cloaks itself under legal forms. 
There might be great injustice done to these peop!e 
from other causes, but they were as nothing com- 
pared with this which they now complain of. We 
to be sure have a treaty, and that treaty has been 
ratified by the Senate, but they assert that this 
treaty was not the act of the nation, and they ask 
this House to inquire into the facts of the case. 
They state that their nation consists ef about eigh- 
teen thousand persons, while the treaty was made 
by about eighty, and that this eighty were unautho- 
rized by the nation. Now the Government had 
evidence of a treaty being mace, but as it was not 
made by the Cherokee nation, as these memorialists 
represented, he would ask whether it would be ex- 
pedient to plunge the country in a war, for the pur- 
pose of carrying it into effect. At any rate, he 
trusted the House would not refuse to consider this 
memorial, and inquire into the facts set forth by 
the memorialists. 

The CHAIR here announced that the hour had 
arrived for proceeding to the special order of the 
day. 

Mr. HOPKINS gave notive of a motion to re- 
consider the vote refusing to lay the subject on the 
table. 

The CHAIR having entertained the motion by 
directing its entry on the journal, 

Mr. MERCER raised the point of order, that 
thé motion could not intervene in the remarks of 
the gentleman from Vermont, and insisted upon 
the entry of his objection on the journal. 

The subject was then ordered to lie over, the 
special order coming up. 

MISSISSIPPI ELECTION. 

The House then resumed the consideration of 
the Mississippi election case, the question being on 
the following resolution, heretofore otfered by Mr. 
BRONSON of New York: 

Resolved, That Sergeant S. Prentiss and Thomas 
J. Word are not members of the 25th Congress, 
and are not entitled to seats in this House as such. 

And the amendment of Mr. Bett to strike out 
all afier the word “ resolved,” and to insert on? to 
the following effect, viz: that the resolution of the 
House of the 3d of October last, declaring that 
Messrs. Gnotson and CLainorne were duly elected 
members of the 25th Congress, was agreed to with- 
out a knowledge of all the facts which were matc- 
rial in the case, and the same is hereby rescinded. 
And 

Resolved, further, That Messrs. Prentiss and 
Word were duly elected members of the 25th Con- 
gress, from the State of Mississippi, in November 
last, and are entitled to take their seats as such. 

Mr. FOSTER resumed his remarks in support 
of the sitting members, in opposition to the con- 
testants, and in reply to Mr. Preatiss, one of 
the latter. Without concluding, Mr. F. gave way ‘0 

Mr. BRONSON, on whose motion, 

The House adjourned. 
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IN SENATE, 
Monnay, Jan. 22, 1838. 

The VICE PRESIDENT communicated a let- 
ter from the Hon. Joun Brack, Senator from the 
State of Mississippi, resigning his seat in the Se- 
nate of the United States; which was read. 

The VICE PRESIDENT also communicated a 
report from the Post Office Department, in compli- 
ance with the resolution of June 25, 1836, showing 
the emoluments derived by the deputy postmasters 
from their boxes, and the amounts charged oneach 
box: laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a memorial from the Go 
yernor of the State of Vermont, asking Congress to 
extend the franking privilege to the Governors of 
the States: laid on the table. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of the 
Harlaem Railroad Company, praying permission 
to import iron for the use of their road free of duty: 
referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN preseated the petition of Ro- 
bert Milnor, late United States gauczer for the port 
of Philadelphia, praying remuneration for certain 
gauging instruments purchased by him for the use 
of the United States. Also, the petition of Robert 
Milnor, for himself and John Thompson, praying 
to be compengated for extra gauging: both of 
which were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of 4,757 
women of Philadelphia, praying Congress to abo- 
lish slavery in the District of Columbia, the Terri- 
tories of the United States, and to supsress the slave 
trade between the different States. Also, a memo- 
rial of ninety-eight women of Chester county, 
Pennsylvania, of similar import. Also, a memorial 
from Robert McAlister and others, praying Con- 
gress to abolish slavery immediately in the District 
of Columbia. 

On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the question as 
to the reception of the above petitions was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. SWIFT presented a number of petitions 
from Vermont, praying for the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and to prohibit the 
transfer of slaves from one State to another. 

The questions as to the reception of them were, 
on motion of Mr. STRANGE, laid on the table. 

Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of sundry ci- 
tizens of Vermont, against the annexation of Texas 
to the Union: laid on the table. 

Mr. LYON presented a petition from 382 male 


inhabitants of Kalamazoo county, in the State of 


Michigan, praying Congress to abolish slavery in 
the District of Columbia. Also, a petition trom 
384 males of the same county, praying Congress 
to prohibit the domestic slave trade among the se- 
veral States. Also, a petition from 414 male inha- 
bitants of the same county, praying Congress not to 
adinit arfy new State into the Union whose consti- 
tution tolerates domestic slavery. Also, a petition 
rom 387 males of the same county, praying Con- 
gress to abolish slavery and the slave trade in those 
Territories of the United States where they exist. 
The motion to receive said petitions was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. LYON also presented the petition of John 
Ryley, of St. C-air county, Michigan, praying the 
confirmation of his title to a tract of land in said 
county: referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
numberof women of Chester county, Pennsylva- 
nia, praying Congress to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia, and the slave trade between 
the States. 

On motion of Mr. STRANGE, the question of 
reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of a 
number of citizens of Philadelphia, remonstrating 
against the anrexation of Texas to the Union: laid 
on the table. 

Mr. MORRIS presented a number of memorials 
from citizens of Ohio, praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia, praying Con- 
gress to prohibit the transfer of s'aves from one 
State to another, and remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas tothe Union. The question 
as to receiving these petitions was laid on the table, 
with the exception of those relating to Texas; 
which were received, and laid on the table. 


GONGRESSION AL GLOBE. 


Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, to which had been referred the memorial of 
Mr. Feuchtwanger, of Philadelphia, praying Con- 
gress to substitute the German silver, of his inven- 
tion, for the copper coin of the United States, 
moved that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration thereof, and that the report of 
the director of the Mint on the subject be printed; 
which motion was agreed tc. 

Mr. WKIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the memorials of S. Mor- 
ris Wain and others, and Zenas Wood, severally 
made unfavorable reports thereon. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the same committee, to 
which had been referred the bill allowing James 
Watson Webb to import, free of duty, the mode} 
of a new and improved Napier press, reported the 
same with amendments, which were read, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which had been referred the House bill 
No. 93, for the relief of Henry —, reported 
the same unfavorable, and said that when it should 
come up, he was instructed to move that it be in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the same committee, to which 
had been referred the bill for the relief of Winthrop 
Sears, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, from the Committee on Fo- 
reign Relations, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of Gen. Thomas Sumpter of South Caroli- 
na, reported a bill for his relief; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. LUMPKIN said, in compliance with a re- 
solution of the Senate, a communication from the 
War Department has been made, and has been ly- 
ing on your table for a week or more pst, furnish- 
ing copies of the correspondence held wih that De- 
partment in connection with the subject of the exe- 
cution of the Cherokee treaty of 1835. 

Mr. TIPTON inquired if the document which 
the Senator referred to was the memorial of John 
Ross and others, presented at the last session, and 
laid on the table. 

Mr. LUMPKIN replied that it was not, and 

gain explained the nature of the document. 

My object (continued Mr. L.) in rising at this 
time, is to ask for the printing of the communica- 
tion referred to, together with the accompanying 
correspondence. Although I have not had an op- 
portunity of examining fully what has been com- 
municated upon this subject, I take it for granted 
that the requirements of the resolution have been 
complied with; and if so, I deem it imporiant 
that the Senate and the country should, without 
delay, be put in possession of the information 
communicated. The importance which I attach 
to having this information diffused, arises from the 
consideration that it will tend effectually to disa- 
buse the minds of those who labor under the mis- 
apprehension which has been created by Mr. John 





Ross and his associates in regard to the validity of 


the treaty referred to. 

While Mr. Ross continues to protest against the 
validity of the treaty,and is remenstrating to every 
department of the Government against its execu- 
tion, this communication will show that the Go- 
vernment not only considers the treaty the su- 
preme law of the land, but has steadily progres- 
sed in its execution, and that the treaty has actually, 
to a very great extent, been already executed. 
That much, very much, has been done towards the 
execution of the treaty, which cannot be undone. 

With me, sir, the present condition of the Chero- 
kee people is a subject of great solicitude. In what- 
ever light I may be viewed here or elsewhere in re- 
gard to my feelings and policy towards this peeple, 
I am conscious that the day will come, and is not 
now far distant, when my course of policy towards 
these people, from first to last, will receive the ge- 
neral approbation of all those who are well in- 
formed on the subject. At this moment, sir, nothing 
hinders the consummation of this treaty with the 
Cherokee peop'e, which would make them not only 
comfortable, but place within their reach the means 
of making them the most independent and best pro- 
vided-for people of any commanity in these United 
States, but the opposition of Mr. John Ross and his as- 
sociates, aided as they are by many influential and 
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talented individuals, &hom I am forced to believe 


are laboring under great misapprehension, in re- 
gard to the true stat 


> and condition of these people, 
and the impending dangers which are threatening 
them at the present moment. 

This treaty, sir, has been made and ratified ac- 
cording to the forms of our Constitution. It. was 
negotiated with a delegation of the 


ple, who, in point of inte! 











ee 


Cherokee peo- 


gence, patriotism, educa- 
tion, morality and probity of character, will not 
only bear a fair comparison with Mr. Ross and 
his delegation, now perhaps in the hearing of my 
voice, but they would gain by a comparison with 


any delegation of the aboriginal race who have 
ever negotiated and signed a treaty with the United 
States. 

I have seen 


aud its appendages, to the present Congress, which 
has been pri ted by 


y the other branch ot Congress, 
and laid upon onr tables. fn memorial, he 
greatly derogates from the character, and impugns 
the motives, of the individuals who negotiated and 
signed the treaty of 1855. And that document be- 
ing printed and circulated by order of one branch 
of Congress, [ will now notify the Senate that I 


have in my possession a document, written by Mr. 
Elias Boudinot, tate dito: 


1 ' 7 
of the Che rokee Pho. 


and read, sir, Mr. Ross’s memoria! 


that 


nix, and one of the prineinal agents who negocjated 
and signed the late treaty of 1835, in the nature ot 
areply to the various allevations contained in the 


writings of Mr. Ross herein referred to. Mr. Boudi- 
not is a man of education, refinement, probity, and 
high moral sense and character, and has atall times 
been the able and efficient advocate and cefende: 
ofthe rights of his peop'e. He has been with them 
in their six troubles, and is not disposed to forsake 
them in their seventh. If left to his guidance, he 
would gently lead them out of all the difficulties by 
which they are now surrounded, and piant them in 
a land of excellent promise. Mr. Boudinot is not 
only a nominal Cherokee; he is identiGed by blood 
and feeling with these people, having but Little mix- 
ture of the white blood in bis veins. 

The propriety of printing the commnnication, 
and rep!y to which I have adverted, arises from the 
fact, that the Cherokee people are kept in a state 
of delusion and misaprehension in regard to then 
present condition. They unfortunately believe 
that Mr. Ross is here, doing something to abrogate 
or overturn the Inte treaty, and no doubt many of 
them believe that no valid treaty has been made 
This is aruinous delusion to these 


unfortunate 
people, for the 


time now drawing to a close 
when they must take their depariure for their new 
homes in the West. ‘The time stipulated for the it 
final departure’ is@n May next; and when the tine 
arrives, go they must: no power can obrogate ot 
overturn this treaty. And these people, instead ot 
being kept back by the operations of Mr. Rose, 
ought to yield to the advice of better friends, 
who stand ready to take them by the hand, 
lead them forth to their promised land of rest, 
where [ trust these unfortunate people will cease 
to be troubled by the white population. Payments 
have been made ander the provisions of this treaty 
toa very large amount. Nine-tenths of the most 
intelligent and wealthy Cherokees have availed 
themselves of the 

provisions of the 
recipients under 


and 


advantageous and 
treaty, and have 
its. provisions, and 
are going to the West. The on'y difficulty js 
with the ignorant and deluded, who are stil! 
looking to the operations of Mr. Ross and his 
delegation, who, 1 understand, still remain here. 
and I am informed are writing letters 
their prospects are encouraging. 


liberal 
become 
have ani 


home wat 
Nowy, every one 
here very we!l knows that this treaty will he cxe- 
cuted; bnt these unfortunate Cherokees are «till de- 
lnded-thrench the channel pointed out. 

Mr. TIPTON now understood the document to 
which the Senator from Georgia alluded, and he 
was highly in favor of printirg it. Not under- 
standing at first what the document was that the 
Senator wished to print, he was under the impres- 
sion that it was the memorial of John Ross, whose 
conduct in staying in this city, and writing home 
letters to his people, to induce them to oppose ob- 
s‘acles in the wey of the execution of the treaty, 
was producing the most injurious effects, not only 
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io the Cherokees themselves, but to the Go- 
verument. As this treaty had been execuied 
almost entirely, with the exception only of so fa: 
as related tu. thal small portion of the tribe yet ad 
hering to John Ross, he thought it highly desirable 
that the doeuments should be published, that the 
gountry might properly appreciate its beneficial 
tendencies—that the pernicious counsels of John 
Ross might be counteraeted, and thatil might be 
whhown to the world 











at jarge that the Government 
liv, but firmly, to 


volent policy ol 


was resolutely determined, m 
carry out with thi people its bens 
removing them from their present dangerous situa- 
tion, without which tt is iy ible the 
preserved, 

The question then being taken on printing 500 
exira copies of the communication trom the Wat 
Department, it wa agreed to. 

Mr. LUMPKIN then offered the 
olution, Which was consi ere 

Whereas, A acecompanied by va- 
rious other documents, of a delegation of the Chere- 


race can be 


following re- 
{ and adopted : 
mcmotriai, 
kee nation of Ind'ans, reiaonstrating 
validity of the Cherokee treaty ol 
printed by order of the House of 
and whereas said memorial and documents not 
only call in question the validity of said treaty, but 
greatly derogati 
the mol 


against the 
9° Lean 
1835, has been 


Representative 


from the character, and impugn 
es, of those indiv.quals ol the 4 okee 
nation who negotiated and signed said treaty on 
the part of the nation 

And whereas, Elia 
Cherokee Phenix, and one of the 


of the Cherokee nation, who negot 


said treaty, has written a reply to the vari 
gations set forth in the memorial referred to: 
therefore be ut 

Resolved, That tifteen hundred copies of the 
reply of Mr. Boudinot referred to be published for 
the use of the Sena 

Mr. STRANGE presented the petition of Samuel 
Potier, which was referred to the Committee on 


Commerce. 
REGULATION AMBOATS. 


The bil to provide for the better security of the 





lives of passengers on board of vessels propelled in 
whole or in part by steam, being iaken up— 

The chairman having explained the amend- 
ments suggesied by the committee, they were seve- 
rally concurred in. The amendments were to 

trike out all in the fifth section, relating to tesung 
ihe strength and soundness of ilers, by th 

applicat ‘ a hydrauhe pressy jual hye 

limes the pressure b lers wert owed to cat 

In the sixih section, striking ont all relating & 
ihe same, as in the preceding @ebon 

The seventh section was also so amended aé to 

trike ol that ]} \ ih lated to eepis i 
engine in motion su ient vl he | np, ar 
give the necessary ipply of wate | » Une 
steam dewn io t it was when the b \ un- 
fer head-way 

L hye rhail \ : 1 tO ¢ - 
P i i l to <« y not 
| { 1 tiie or) ipable of car- 
ryi twenty pe 

: ith ren t. which com- 
pe! led a descend i il uut off steam whe 
within one half mil: an ascending boat, and per- 


milting the buat to float upon the eu 
ascending boat passed. 

Mr. SEVIER thougint th . 
to the lizhts, might be dispensed with also. He 


was of opinion that the le 


the bill, woald have no other effe A 
and bewilder the pilot. 

Mr. CLAYTON wa opr { to striking out 
the section. He theughts the lights, as desisnated, 
would occasion no inconvenience to the pilots, and 
that little expense would be incurred in fixing 
lights that won!d not in any manner interfere wil 

+} 4) 


the vision of those entrusted with the navigation. 
Mr. SEVIER expla'n that the necessary lich! 
were all over the boat, aud Uiat ut | 
culty in descrying the boat from U 
furnaces, and lights from the deeks and berths. 
Mr. BAYARD thought it his were re 
by law, that there ought to be twp at leas! 
Mr. STRANGE thought it better to 





leave the 
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matier to experienced men, who would, no doubt, 
take all the necessary precautionsfor the safety of 
boat and passengers 
covered ail the ground necessary on the occasion, 
which made misconduct, negligence, or inatten- 
tion, on the part of the captain, engineer, or pilot, 
penal. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to amend the Ilih section by | 
inserting that “boats running between sunset and 
sunrise, should carry one or more signal Jights that | 
might be seen by boats navigating the same roules; 
Which amendment was adopted. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana said he rose to inquire 
of the chairman of the committee, whether the 
bil, with the modifications and amendments just 
proposed and aecepted by the chairman, contained 
any provision against racing with steamboats, or 
any provision requiring an examination of the 
pilots and engineers employed on the boats. He 
(Mr. 8S.) had not been able to ascertain, owing, he 
supposed, to his not having been able to hear the 
amendments which had been accepted as modifica- 
tions of the bill by the chairman, whether the bill 
did or did not, as amended, contain these provi- 

He thought it oueht to contain them. He 
believed muci of its desired utility would be lost, | 
unless some provisions on these points were tncor- 
porated in the bill. He would not, however, anti- 
cipate the reply of the honorable chairman to his 
interrogatories. 

Mr. GRUNDY (the chairman) said the commit- 
tee had considered the proposition to require ay 
examination of the engineers and pilots employed | 
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on boats: and although they believed the object to 
be desirable, they had foreseen so much difficulty 
in carrying it into effect, that they had abandoned | 
itat this time, believing that it would retard the | 
operations of the bill, but that it might be resorted 
to with advantage hereafter. As to the other in- 
quiry of the Senator, he (Mr. G.) thought it pro- 
vided for in the fifteenth section of the bill, which 
was the only provision on the subject. 
Mr. SMITH said he had seen the section of the 
bill which the Senator supposes meets the case to | 
which the injary was directed. The Senator was | 
certninly mistaken in the object and legal operation 
He (Mr. 8.) would reacLit to show 
that it did nct embrace the case. [Mr. S. then read 
the 13th section of the bill.] It appears clear from | 
| 


of that sectioa. 


this section, said Mr. S. that it only punishes the 
offence in cases where life is lost by the negligence 
or misconduct of the captain, pilot, engineer, or 
other person employed in navigating the boat. This 
provision does not cover the offence he wished to 
punish. He wished to punish the offence of steam- 
boat racing, whether lives are lost or not. On the 
other portion of inaviry, he still thought some 
provision of the kind important, as he was well 


at 
1, 
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He thought the last section | 


satisfied that steamboat disasters ireqnently oecur |} 


from the absolute igno 


nee and want of skill cf | 
those engaged as pilots and engineers. He was | 
nprized that there might be some difficulty in ear- | 


’ 
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rving into efiect this d 


i ting.a section 


rable obje ct, 


that 


vet he would 

would meet 
uld ae other Senator feel dispased to 
committee. On the 


not detnair of dr 
art. chi 


before the bill left the 


read to the Senate. 

Mr. S. then offered the following amendment: 
“ And every such captain, engineer, or other per- 
son employed as aforesaid in navigating any steame 
boat or vessel propelled in whole or in pert by 
steam, who shall be guilty of racing with any 
other boat, on any pretext whatever, although no 
loss of life shall be 


t 


| 
oecasioned thereby, shall be | 
euilty of a hich misdemeanor, and shall, upon 
conviction, be fined in any sum not exeeeding ten 
thousand do!lars, nor less than one hundred dollars, 
at the discretion of the court.” 
Mr. BAYARD thought tat the explosion shou'd 
| 


lence of neghvenee 


- 


c leret! prima facie ev 
nattention, and the burden of proof oucht to be 
thrown on the persons concerned tn the boat; other- 
wise conviction wou'd never follow. All the 


officers would be linked together, and sustain each 


Mr. SEVIER was 


' the opinion that it would 


j 

| 

, : ' : : } | 

other branch of the inquiry to which he had first | 

a'luded, he would in a moment draw an amend- | 
ment, to come in at the close of the section he had 


be impossible to carry out the amendment. He 
thought the thirteenth section even went farthe: 
than was necessary. If life and property were 
endangered, that provision contained the remedy 
It would be always difficult to determine what 
racing was. Boats left for their destination by 
Cozens” at a time, and that boat which was the 
fastest invariably gut ali the passengers. Persons 
Wishing to travel on the western water: made i: 
their busiaess to inquire for the boat of the ere 4te. 
velocity. Every one, in traveling, was anxious | \ 
get on with the least possibly deiay; and he had 
been in boats where the passengers had entreated 
the captain not to let the other boats pass them. 

Mr. CLAYTON was opposed to the amendinent, 
It would, in his opinien, be difficult to determine 
when boats were racing. He had been iy boats 
which were side by side, and, in other instanees. 
not fifty yards distant, the whole trip; an4 though 
they might appear to be racing to casual observers 
yet they were going only at their ordinary rate. 
He thought that it would be subjecting the masters 
and pilots of these boats to malicious prosecutions 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana begged the indulgence 
of the Senate but for a few moments, while he at- 
tempted to sustain his proposition, and to answer 
the objections of Senators who had spoken in Oppo- 
sition to it. He (Mr. 8S.) believed the amendment 
absolutely necessary, to give efiect to the bill. ‘The 
13th section, to which his amendment was offered, 
rrovided only for cases where lives are destroyed, 
It punishes the offence after it has occurred, accom- 
panied with the loss of life. fier the injury is sus. 
tained, after the boat and passengers are blown up 
or sunk: it locks the door afier the horse 1s stolen, 
There was such a thing, as he understood, as pre- 
ventive justice, as well as the punishment of crimes 
afler they had been committed. These distinctions 
ran through the whole catalogue of offences known 
to our books. We have the different degrees o{ 
offences and crimes from the simple assault, to the 
killing with malice aforéthought, in offences against 
the person. So in all other cases, we have, and we 
punish the different grades of criminal acts and mis- 
demeanors; and it may well be said that justice is 
more certain in ker aim and purpose in the panish- 
ment of the incipient stages of crime, than she is in 
the more aggravated; for asthe punishment rises in 
the scale of consequences, the proofs become more 
difieult, and the punishment more uncertain. 

He (Mr. S.) believed that racing was the inci- 
pient stage of the awful calamitics with which the 
papers of the day are filled, occurring by steamboat 
disasters, produc:d by bursting of bvilers, coliaps- 
ing, contusions and contacts with other boats, 
snags, sawyers, and other solid substances. The 
papers were filled with these most awful calamities 
daily. ‘The great dangers to which the travelling 
public were subjected at every point called aloud 
for the most efficient remedy as a preventive ; and 
he hoped he would not be accused of hostility to 
the bill, or the section to which he had offered his 
amendment, when he said that he would rather be 
the means of saving the lives of the crew and pas 
sengers of one boat, then of punishing, by inear- 
ceration in the walls of a prison, all the surviving 
officers of boats that may be blown up in the 
world. Lis object was to save lives, noi to punish 
survivors; and the surest way to do this was to 
punish the incipient offences before the final catas- 
trophe occurred—to meet the offender at the 
threshold—to stop him at cnce—to say to him, you 
shall not endanger the lives of your crew and pas- 
seugers—to meet hiin in limine—to prevent the com- 
mission of the offence for which he must suffer, 
under circumstances that could afford no conso'a- 
tion to the dead or dying. 

The Senator from Delaware (Mr. Clayto") 
thinks the term racing is too uncertain in the 
first place to be defined and proved; and in the se- 
coad place he objects to the amendment, because 
he says it will give rise to malicious prosecutions. 
To the first of these petitions he (Mr. S.) wonid 
say that the term was one of very general, and he 
believed well known, signification; and as to the 
proof, it was like all other facis, it would be proved 
in the ordinary way; and the fact whether the de- 
fendant be or be not guilty of racing, will be for 
the jury to determine, From all the circumstances of 
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the case, he couldsee no great force in the objections 
of the Senator. The same difficulty will arise in 
every part of the bill. What is negligence, and the 
difficulty of proving it, will at once strike the Sena- 
tor as equally affected by his remarks; and yet the 
pill could not define negligence more particularly 
than it had. These were facts to be left to the jury, 
who would determine what was and what was not 
negligence, from all the facts before them. So in 
the case of racing. He thought the objection of the 
Senator lies as well to one as the other. The 
Senator says that malicious prosecutions may oc- 
cur under the amendment. He (Mr. 8S.) would 
say to the Senator that he had no such fears. He 
thought the great danger would be that too few 
prosecutions ‘would take place. There would be the 
great difficulty. Passengers who escape uninjured, 
will not be willing enough to be delayed in their 
journey to attend a criminal! prosecution. He 
would repeat, he believed that objection the least 
entitled to weight of any that could be urged, with 
due deference to the opinion of that learned 
Senator. 

The Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Sevier) says 
that the amendment will prevent boats from run- 
ning at their best speed, and that it is the quality in 
a boat that she is the fastest boat in port that gets 
her the passengers. He (Mr. 8.) would say to 
that Senator, that the term racing with other boats 
would not at all apply to the ordinary speed of a 
steamboat.” Whether she be a fast or a slow boat, 
she has her speed; that speed is known by her ordi- 
nary trips, and by it she secures her passengers. 
The amendment is intended to apply to those races 
growing out of strife between the boats, where in- 
stantaneously the steam is pressed to ‘ts greatest 
power, to increase the velocity of the boat, reckless 
of the lives of the passengers.. The Senator says 
that he came up the Ohio last fall in a boat wiih 
him, (Mr. S.) and that the passengers stimulated 
the captain tu suffer no boat to pass her. This is 
very true, and what does it prove? Why, sir, the 
greater necessity for the amendment; for there are 
few persons who have travelled on either steam- 
boats or stages, who do not know that in moments 
of excitement the ‘eelings of rival and competing 
oilicers extend to the passengers on either side; 
and they, like the officers, become excited, take 
part with the competitor, and lose sight entirely of 
the safety of the boat, or stage and passengers, in 
their anxiety to prove victorious in the race. 
This was the very state of the case he wished to 
meet. He wished to puta stop to it at once. Let 
the officers know the penalty, and they will be very 
careful not to stimulate the passengers to join them 
in a reckless exposure of life and property. He 
believed he had answered the only objections he 
had heard to the amendment. He imnew the diffi 
culty of satisfying a committee that had drafted a 
bill, that it required amendment; and should he 
have failed, he would at least have the consolation 
of having proposed the ameadment, and having 
his vote recorded in its favor. He would, there- 
fore, ask for the ayes and noes. 

The question was then taken by ayes and noes, 
and lost by a vote of 15 to 21, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Clay of Kentucky, 
Crittenden, McKean, Niles, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Smith of Indiana, Spence 
Strange, Tipton, and Williams—15. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Brown, Buchanan, Clay 
of Alabama, Clayton, Cuthbert, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, Knight, Lumpkin, Lyon, Morris, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Sevier, Smith of Connec- 
licut, White, and Wright—21. 

Mr. NORVELL then moved an amendment, 
compelling these boats to carry lile preservers for 
each passenger. Mr. N. aliuded to the calamitous 
case of the steam packet between Charleston and 
New York, and the number of live? Jost that 
might have been saved, iad this vessel been pro- 
vided with these essentials. If the expense were 
objected to, the additional charge might be imposed 
on passengers. 

Mr. RUGGLES made some observations in fa- 
vor of the amendmentof Mr. Norvett, and sug- 
gested modifications, to which Mr. N. ted. 

Mr. KING thought the whole seosern dieeretti 
cable. Here we were about to impose penalties for 





not furnishing life preservers for eac or each and and every 
passenger. How was it possible for the Captain 
to tell how many passengers he was to have? It 
was ho uncommon thing fer b rats to stop and take 
way passengers for a few mules, and were these 
machines to be prepared for them also? or was the 
Captain to stop and ascertain his increase, and 
then go toa shup to procure them? He 1 onaht it 
infinitely better ‘that every traveller should carry 
his own life preserver withhim. He thought th 
feature would render the bill more cbloctonahin e 
than any other in it. 

The question was taken on this amend 
lost. 

Mr. NILES thonght it essential to the bill that 
there should be a provision introduced making it 
obligatory on the runners - boats to have at least 
one skilful engineer. Mr. N. adverted to the dan- 
ger that mustensue from the wantof skilful and 
Scientilic officers of that description, and moved 
the following amendment, to come after the sixth 
section: 

* And it shail 


ment and 


be the duty of the owners and 
masters of steam oats, licensed in pareuance of the 
provisions of this act, to employ on bon rd of their 
respective boats at least one skilful and experienced 
engineer; and in case of neglect to do so, the said 
owners and masters shall be held respons ible for 
all damages to the property or any passengers on 
boardof any boats, occasioned | by an explosion of 
the boiler, or any derangement of the engine or 
machinery of said boat; and in case any life is 
lost from the same cause, the owners shall be 
deemed guilty of manslaughter, and on conviction 
be subject to the same punishment as provided in 
the last section of this act.” 

To this it was objected by the Chairman, that 
so many skilful engineers could not be had as was 
required; that the duties devolved on careful and 
experienced firemen, who were raised to that sta- 
tion as they were found worthy or efficient. 

The question was taken on the adoption of 
amendment, and carried by a vote of 14 to 12. 

Mr. SEVIER thought the thirteenth section en- 
tirely tow broad, inasmuch as it. subjected to the 
penalties of the law all persons in said boat. The 

captain of the boat was entitled to obedience from 

all the subordinates, and would exact it. Wouid 
it, then, be reasonable to subject that class to the 
rigors of this act, many of whom were slaves hired 
in these boats? 

The bil! to provide for the security of passengers 
conveyed in vessels propelled in whole, or in part, 
by steam, was taken up; and after being debated 
at some length, and various amendments and mo- 
difications adopted, 

The Senate adjourned. 


this 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIYES, 
Tvespay, January 24, 1838. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Louisiana, asked the consent 
of the House to submit a resolution instructing the 
Committee on Private Land Claims to inquire 
whether any, or if any, what further provisions 
ought to be made by law, for the legal decision of 
claims for land. 

Objection being made, Mr. J. moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule, but the House refused. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, and by general con- 
sent, the House took up the engrossed bill, post- 
poned some days since, entitled “An act to se- 
cure the payment ef certain commissions on duty 
bends to ec llectors of the customs,” and after a few 
explanatory remarks between Messrs. M’IKAY, 
E. WHITTLESEY and SMITH, the biil was 

ass. 

Mr HOFFMAN moved a suspension of the 
rnles for the purpose of calling the States for peti- 
tions and memorials; but the House refused—90 to 
59: not two-thirds. 

SEMINOLE INDIANS 

Mr. CAMBRELENG,, on leave, reported a bill 
making a partial appropriation for the suppression 
of Indian hostilities for the year 1838. 

The bill having been read twice, Mr. C. sent to 
the Clerk’s table, to be read, a letter from the Se- 
cretary of War, and another from the Acting 
Quartermaster General, setting forth the abselute 
necessity for an immediate appropriation. 
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Mr. . the n anges ved that he had been unani- 
mously een dV the Commitee of Ways and 
Means to report this bill of one million of dollars, 
the amcunt required for the year being $2,480,000. 
When that bill should come ay p, there would, un- 
doubtedly, be a general debate; but, in order that 
the operations of the War De might not 
be ‘oppe d, and that the nece payments might 
be made, the commitiee had directed him to report 
this bill, and ask the House, when it was referred 
to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, to go at once into committee upon it. 

Mr. DOWNING expressed his hope that the 
mouon of the gentleman from New York would 
prevail, forit was indispensable that this bill should 


partment 


“Sar 


be passed without delay. He was daily receiving 
the most pressing letters on the subject, setting 
forth that, at this time, the troops in the field were 
absolutely saticring severely for want of subsis- 


tence, and that the people, ere long, would be co m- 


pelled to resort to what (hey were before driven to, 
to feed up flesh. Two thousand of the 
F'orida militia have been disbanded without hav- 


ing been paid. If this course is iellowed up, and 
moneys are not appropriated, the result will be, 
that the people in that section of country will lose 


and it will not be 


tmen inte the 
wart would be 
the means were put in 
nent lor carrying it on; 
{ not be apprehensive of its pro- 
longation. The late efforts made there were de- 
cisive, and he believed the war would be brought 
in a very short time 

The bill having been committed-— 


confidence in the Government, 
in its power here 
lt was that this 
lo a speedy termination, il 
the hands of the Govern 


and gentlemen nee 


ifter to enlis 
his opmion 


service. 
brought 


toa cle se 


Mr. CAMBRELENG moved a suspension of 
the rules to enable him io submit a motion that 
the Heuse go into Committee of the Whole on 


that, and the bi! 
frontier. 

Mr. WISE 
bateable one. 

The CHAIR re} shed that it was not. 

Mr. WISE said bir it had, he shuld have offered 
some objections to going Into committee on this 
bill, for he saw no reason fpr taking up a partial 
bill when there was a general bill already before 
the House. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG might be permitted, aftei 
the remark of the gentleman fiom Virginia, 
peat what he had before sad, that, when the other 
bill came up, he anticipated a general baat 
the necessity of the present bill was shown from 
the fact that the War Departmeat had nothing to 
pay but drafts, and they were returning protested. 

Mr. WISE. If the appropriation is now made, 
there will be nothing to debate about. 

Mr. BELL had e xamined, as well as he could, 
the gounds upon which this partial appropriation 
was made; and he believed that there was a neces- 
sity for some amount—how much, it would be for 
the Hlouse to ascertain. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG’S 
ayes 139, noes not counted. 

The Hoase accordingly went into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, Mr. CONNOR 
in the chair, and proceeded to the consideration of 
the above bill. 


| for the protection of the northern 


inguired if the motion was a de 


1o Ve 


debate, 


motion was agreed to— 


As soon as ithad been read by the Clerk-— 
Mr. WISE inquired if this bill did not also 
contain appropriations for other branches of the 


Indian service. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said this biil was like all 
appropriation bills. [It was for appropriations for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities generally. 

The bill was then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. WISE said this bill was precisely of the 
character which he expected, before the Honse 
went into committee. Instead of its being a mere 
partial appropriation bill for the immediate exi- 
gencies of the service in Florida, it was a general 
appropriation bill for all expenditures in the In- 
dian service. It was in this way that appropria- 
tions were extracted from this House, like teeth, 


without the proper investigation and inquiry. The 
officers of Government waited uatil appropriations 
were immediately wanted, and then they called 
upon the House to pass them, without investigation, 
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without inquiry, and without discussicn. In this 
manner that nine-tenths, if not all of the eight, 
nine or ten millions of dollars which had 


been appropriated for this fatal, disastrous, dis- 
graceful Seminole campaign had been obtained. 
We have been told by the delegate from Florida 
that the troops had been 


discharged without being 
paid; and the 


chairman of the committee tells us 


this money is wanting, without examonation and 
without debate Was this the } propriattons 
we! io be made? Wo fans COT} m10n or CoUMe- 
pany take thirty millions of dollars pay the ex- 
penditure of this d1 iceful Indian war. lie, for 
one, would take the responsibility of saying, and 
acting out what he said, that he we nld not appro- 
priate another dollar for this purpose until he had 
some information as to the manner in which for- 


7 

mer appropriavhons had been expended, and until 
he had correct data as to the sums now needed. 
He wished to know how much had been expended 
for steamboats which had performed no service to 
he Government, and the amounts paul to heart- 
ess contractors, Who rendered no equivalent for the 
money paid them. He wished information, too, in 
relation to the perfidy which had been practiced by 
officers of the army tewards these Indians, with all 
other necessary information, before he was pre- 
pared to vote for any other and further appropria- 
tions; 2S he believed the had 
been committed upon which was the only 
reason of the war being keptup. He felt sufii- 
ciently humbled by this outrageous and diseraceful 
war, and he would rather vote to secure those un- 
fortunate Indians in their hai than from 
them. 

Mr. DOWN! NGs uid if Was W th the deepest re- 
gret that he had Iistened to 


I 
} 
i 


test oulrages 


3 
mem, 


NMocK 


the remark 


s of the gen- 


tleman from Virginia. He had in his possession 
information which would show the Hou the ne- 
cessity of making this appropriation. 

The gentleman hed charged that the war was 
iniquitous in its inception, base and infamous in its 
uses, and would be ridiculous in its conclusion. But 
he would tell that gentleman, and he defied contra- 


diction, that the war was based ¢n a solemn treaty 


with the Indians, made deliberately, and with their 


full consent. Hitherto, there had not been the 
slightest charge against its validity; not evena whis- 


yer had been breathed about unfairness or fraud. 

he treaty had been executed on the part of Go- 
vernment, not in a hurred manner, but in a calm 
and deliberate way; the chiefs e part of the In- 
dians having had ample time to reflect and consider 
the proposition. But it was with the Seminoles as 
it was with the Cherokees; who, after having re- 
ceived our money beforehand for their lands, when 


the time arrived for their evacuation, they then set 
l 


ont 


up the cry of fraud, of unfairness, and of the treaty 
having been made without their consent, ete. This 
trait in the Indian character was fully known to a'l 
conversant with them; and they might rest assured 
thatasin this, so in every other case, after the 


money had been squandered and spent, the Indians 
would refuse to comply with their agieement, and 


invariably raised such groundless and idle objec- 
tions. 

The gentleman had cailed it an unfortunate war. 
So it was. The war had been prolonged beyond 
the calculat‘on of any human being. But whose 
fault was it that it had been so prolonged?) Was it 
the fault of the troops enga in it, cr the militia 


rec 
raised for its suppression? No: 
had been caused by the g 
of the gentleman, who now opposed the appropri- 
ation. It was well known, and he challenged 
proof to the contrary, that every officer engaged in 
the war had acted his part zealous!y and effec- 
twely; but the evil was, that they had to check their 
efforis, because they were compe!!cd to bend to that 
sympathy manifested so generally for the “red man” 
in the North and other po the Union, 
where the true siate of things was not known. The 
only reason that the war was not ended long ago, 
was, that the troops had been compelled by that 
sympathy to hold out the white flag to the “ poor 
devils,” to give them time to make peace, when 
they were entirely in our power. If the people 
of Florida had heard nothing from the pulpit and 
the press about the wrongs of the * poor Indians,” 


its prolongation 
an, and the friends 
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and such ebullitions of blind feeling, the war would 
Jong since have been suspended. Had the people 
of Florida been permitted to adopt their own mea- 
sures, and if the rope and the gallows had been 
used, as they would in the case of white men com- 
mitting such enormities, the affair would have been 
settled long before this. 

But, notwithstanding the atrocious conduct of 
these villanous objects of sympathy—-notwith- 
standing they had murdered our citizens, destroyed 
our property and besieged our towns—notwith- 
standing all this, yet the gentleman refused to grant 
an appropriation for the purpose of protecting our 
citizens from a recurrence of such outrages. 

But public sentiment and sympathy was ever 
ready to exert itself for the red man and the negro. 
The white men of the South might be butchered by 
hundreds, and the act looked upon with indif- 
ference ; but when colored skins were concerned, 
then it was that an outcry was raised. It was for 
the Indian and the negro for whom public sympa- 
thy boiled and bubbled over. 

The gentleman had intimated that the people of 
Florida were ‘fattening upon the appropriations.” 
He would ask that gentleman to cast his eyes upon 
their desolated cities, their wasted and impoverish- 
ed country, and then say from whence had they 
the means of “fattening on the appropriations.” 
Their horses, their wagons, their provisions and 
sustenance was gone, and the whole of their pro- 
perty had been destroyed and taken by the enemy. 
Had the zentleman been able to show but one in- 
stance where the public money had fell to the share 
of the peeple of Florida, and been improperly used; 
conld he adduce one instance of fraud on their 
part? It was true that charges had been made 
in the House, through the medium of anony- 
mous letters, about $10 being paid for wagons, 
when the same could be had for $5, etc; and ithad 
also been alleged that a certain quartermaster had 


| alken a receipt for more than an article had cost, for 


the purpose of pocketing the money. But were 
they thus to be influenced by charges through such 
sources? If gentlemen knew of any such cases 
where fraud had been practised, it was their duty to 
make complaint to the proper department, when they 
might rest assured that ample redress would be ob- 
tained. But for the people of Florida to be told, 
when they had been deprived of the necessaries of 
life, that they were geiting rich and fattening upon 
the spoils— 

Mr. WISE assured the gentleman that he was 
laboring under a mistake. He had charged nobody, 
but had merely expressed a hope that the House 
would direct its inquiry to the points where suspi- 
cion existed. He did not allude to the people of 
Florida, but to the Government contractors. 

Mr. DOWNING begged to inform the gentle- 
man from Virginia, that in the whole Territory of 
Florida, there was not a single Government con- 
tractor. The contracts were made elsewhere, the 
horses being chiefly obtained from Kentucky, and 
the provisions and ammunitions from New York 
and Charleston. The poor citizens of Florida had 
received nothing but the small pittance of six dol- 
lars per month for all their labor, their sweat and 
their blood; and of even that sma!l sum, gentle- 
men sought to deprive them, by refusing to vote 
for the appropriation. Was that proper, after the 
citizens had been engaged to fight the battles of 
their country, to refuse to grant them that slender 
recompense? 

Mr. WISE did not mean to be understoed as 
opposing the payment of any just claim against the 
Government. All he wished for was, that if an 
appropriation were made, that steps should be 
taken to insure the people of Florida in getting 
their due, and to prevent the money from being 
swallowed up by harpies, feeding on the carrion of 
that war. 

Mr. DOWNING eontended that it was the duty 
of Government, having contracted a debt, and when 
satistied of a just claim, to pay it immediately; 
and then, if any fraud was suspected on the 
part of agents and others, to make it an after 
subject of investigation. He had not the slight- 
est objection for a full investigation of the conduct 
of Government in relation to the war, as he was con- 
fident the Government could be justified in every act, 
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The business had been transacted through the 
means of agents, and if the agents themselves had 
been deceived was that the fault of Government? 
Had there been any abuses made known to the 
proper authorities, which had not been rectified? 
But because one out of the thousand officers of the 
militia, who from necessity were made disbursing 
officers; because one of these had acted dishonesty, 
was the Government to be held responsible? Was 
it upon such charges that the appropriation was re- 
fused, the time of the House wasted, and the Go- 
vernment assailled? 

Mr. D. then alluded to the treachery of the 
Seminoles, and said he was ready to prove, that 
although here they pretended to desire peace, yet 
when they returned to their tribes, they breathed 
nothing but war. He adverted to the conduct of 
the two chiefs, Jumper and Alligator, in instigating 
the enemy to hold out to the end of spring, as Con- 
gress would make no appropriation, etc. He re- 
ferred to three letters which he had received in 
proof of it, and which were being published in the 
newsapers of Florida. 

It has been charged by the gentleman from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Underwooed,) that there were more 
treops in Florida than the whole number of Semi- 
noles, including squaws and children. For his 
part, he did not profess to know the exact number 
of the enemy, but if from the obstacles presented 
it was found that ten thousand troops were not 
sufficient, why it was their duty to send twenty 
thousand. But one gentleman had proposed to 
draw the troops from Florida. This was certainly 
a strange course, and he (Mr. D.) was entirely at 
a loss to ascertain by what rule of arithmetic the 
gentleman had acted, when because ten thousand 
were not enough, he proposed to leave but two or 
three thousand. 

Mr. D. then alluded to the peculiarity of the 
Florida war, and the impossibility of meeting the 
Indians in a body, so as to attack them with any 
chance ofsuccess. Sir, said Mr. D. they are scattered 
over the country, east, west, north, and south; they 
are here and there, and yet nowhere. They were 
just likea flea, the moment a man puthis hand upon 
one, thinking he had caught him, that instant 
it would be in some other place. He appealed 
to the gentleman, if, fot the sake of a few paltry 
dollars, they would sacrifice the lives of our troops, 
when fighting with a white enemy, by sending out 
only a certain number. When the war commenced, 
it was thought that an appropriation of five mil- 
lions would ke sufficient. He thought so too. But 
because, from a combinatien of unlooked for 
events, & greater amount was required, gentle- 
men complained that the war was unjust, and de- 
manded an investigation. It was the first time he 
had been told that, after the people of Florida had 
suffered so severely, their savage foes were to be piti- 
ed. He wished gentlemen who said so, would first 
take the trouble to go and examine for themselves. 
Mr. D. here drew an amusing comparison of the 
notorious Nat Turner, once concealed in the Dis- 
mal Swamp, and_the Florida Indians. He then 
alluded to the many efforts and applications from 
various quariers to induce the citizens of Florida 
to allow the Indians to locate on their territory, 
and to free their slaves ; but he would assure them 
that they would never submit to dictation; for the 
people of Florida would not free their slaves, neither 
would they allow the Indians to remain among 
them. 

Mr. D. went on at some length to comment on 
the numerous obstacles presented to the troops in 
carrying on the war, the chief of which was the 
misplaced sympathy of the public, which compelled 
the officers to relax from a policy which otherwise 
could not fail to bring the contest to a speedy ter- 
mination. He alluded to the unhealthy climate of 
Florida, which prevented any action during the 
summer months, and contended that the whole of 
the fighting season, from the commencement of the 
war, did notamount to more than nine months. 
By that means almost insurmountable obstacles 
were presented, for the provisions had to be recart- 
ed, the lost time to be regained, and then the season 
for exertion was so short that scarcely any thing 
could be accomplished. Mr. D. concluded by 
maintatying the justice of the treaty, and the utter 
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falsity of the charges of fraud made by the Indians. 

Mr. WISE reiterated his former charges as to 
the character of the war and its inception, and 
declared he would prove them, if the Heuse would 
give him a committee of investigation for that pur- 
pose. He expressed his surprise, that the gentle- 
man from Florida had never heard the fairness of 
‘he Seminole treaty questioned, for it had been de- 
signated as a fraud upon that floor a year ago. It 
had never been ratified by the Indians, and was no 
wore a valid treaty than was the Cherokee treaty. 

Mr. DOWNING explained that he would not 
take the testimony of Indians or negroes in opposi- 
tion to that of white people; and the validity of the 
ueaty had never been questioned in Florida. 

Mr. WISE said that he would take the testimony 
of the Government, of our own agents and our own 
people; and their testimony was that the treaty had 
not been fairly obtained, and that it was never made 
with the Seminole nation, as a nation. In ma- 
king treaties with the Indians, they are to be 
heard as well as ourselves. He would ap- 
peal to the delegate from Florida, who was 
a lawyer, to say whether it was not necessary 
when a treaty was made, that both parties should 
be heard?) And he would now say that he believed 
when the whole matter was fully investigated and 
exposed, that it would be found and proved that 
there was no treaty made but a frauduleut treaty. 
He believed itcould be fairly shown and proved 
that these Indians had been infamously treated, 
and he would now take occasion to say that 
he had been furnished with a leiter by Secre- 
tary Cass from Governor Eaton long before hos- 
ulities broke out, asking that a force mizht be 
sent there to overawe the Indians and suppress 
Indian hostilities; yet no force was sent, and no 
appropriations were asked for, until hostilities 
actually broke out. The gentleman, therefore, 
would find it a harder task than he was aware of, 
to sustain the War Department in the course i! had 
taken in relation to these Indian hostilities. The 
people of Florida have been struck down, and 
jhey ought to know who was responsible to 
them for the destruction of their houses and their 
property. He (Mr. W.) had been the friend of 
these people, and had voted appropriations for 
their defence without inquiring as to their 
amount; but these appropriations have been 
mismanaged by your Government, and the 
war procrastinated by the course of those in power; 
and he would not now vote for an appropriation 
which would go still further to desolate the homes 
and the altars of the suffering citizens of Florida, 
until he knew how it was to be expended. He 
would not wait for the Committee which he desired 
for investigating this subject, with a!! the delays 
and embarrassments which were attendant upon 
investigations instituted by this House; buat he 
would inquire of the Chairman of the Committee 


of Ways and Means for a statement of the 
amounts that might be necessary, and if 
they were not informed on the subject, he 


would call upon the Secretary pf War to com- 
municate it to the Llouse for the information of all 
who desired to look into the matter. He was told 
that the present expenditures in Florida, for the 
suppression of Indian hostilities, amounted to 
$73,000 aday. Wehave already expended eight 
or nine millions of doilars,and we are no nearer 
the end of the war, to all appearances, than we 
were when the predecessor of the gentleman from 
Florida made his first sympathetic appeal to the 
House on tne subject of the sufferings of the 
inhabitants of Florida from Indian hostilities. 

He (Mr. W.) had voted time after time, and 
year after year, for appropriations to suppress these 
Indian hostilities, without inquiry, until the amount 
of money strack him with surpr'se, and he was 
compelled to pause and inquire into the matter. Lle 
considered it a public duty that he should do so, 
after eight or nine millions had been expended, and 
troop after troop hid been defeated; and the In- 
dians, although but a handful at first, still renrained 
inasters of the soil. Whata spectacle we weie 
presenting to the world! 4 short time ago this Gv- 
vernment threatened France with a war, and were 
now talking about calling upon England for 
an explanation; yet with all her surplus millions, 
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her regular army,-her marines, her chosen Ten- 
nessee troops, and ail her militia, could not put 
down some eight hundred or a thousand Indians. 
It was impossible for the gentleman to defend the 
War Department after such menagement as it had 
been guilty of, and he contended that that depart- 
ment was responsible for the actof every one of its 
agents, whether petty or important agents. He 
went cn to charge perfidy and treachery unon the 


oticers of the Government, in seizing up- 
on Oceola and Micanopy, while they were 
under the white flag which ought to have 
protected them. He charged upon the War 
Department or its agents, the employment 


of a delegation of Cherokees as mediators, and af- 
ter they brought in some of the leaders of the Semi- 
notes, they were treacherously seized upon by Gen. 
Jesup, and sent to prison. The Seminoles were 
tempted to a corsultation in consequence of an ar- 
rangement being made with the Cherokees for that 
purpose, and when they came into the consultation, 
they were seized and held as prisonersof war. 

Mr. DOWNING stated that the Indians alluded 
to came in aft r General Jesup had stated to them, 
through persons that had seen them, that he would 
receive nothing at theimhands but an unconditional 
surrender. Mv. D. knew not what information the 
gentleman from Virginia might have in his posses- 
sion, or what testimony might be given by others 
on the subject; butthis that what he had stated he be- 
lieved to be the facts; and furthermore, he would 
say, taking into consideration the cold-blooded and 
inhuman murders these Indians had committed, if 
he (Mr. D.) had been in General Jesup’s place, he 
would have hung them up on the crooked limb of a 
yellow pine tree. 

Mr. WISE said, that the gentleman’s personal 
feeling might have led him to do an act of inhu- 
manity which he would have repented afterwards; 
but he could not believe, if the gentleman had 
made a pledge to these Indians, as Gen. Jesup un- 
doubtedly did, that he would have been guilty of 
perfidy in disregarding that pledge. If he had 
caught the Indians by fair means, or by a stratagem 
laid without violating a pledge to them, it would 
have been a very different matter, and then he might 
perhaps nave been justified in using harsh means 
towards tnem. Mr. W. then went into some de- 
tails in rerauon to the Cherokee mediation: that 
they hast veen employed by the Government; that 
they hau seme cut to consult with the Seminoles; 
that they mad brought in some of the Seminole 
chiefs act we second consultation, and that they 
had fatiew an tneir third consultation because of the 
perfidy ot General Jesup; which news had been 
carried w ener by an Indian 1unner, sent up by 
the Semimures to await the issue. Mr. W. then 
stated that rettcrs had been written to the Cherokee 
delegatios, us well as to the Secretary of War, by 
Genetat svesup, testifying to the manner in which 
the mediauen fiad been conducted by these Chero- 
kee Ladiaus. 

Mr. EVER» TT here produced the letters allud- 
ed to, ana they were read from the Clerk’s table. 

Mr. DOWNING then produced and read letters 
addressed to himself, from persons acquainted with 
the faets, setung forth that the Cherokee delegation 
had informed the Seminoles, that if they held ont 
this winter, tnat they would be left in possession of 
their country, as Congress would make no appro- 
priations to carry on the war. 

M:. GLASCOCK remarked that the delegate 
from Fiorida might state that it was understood 
that Generel Jesup himself now believed that the 
Cherokee delegation had proved treacherous. 

Mr. WISE proceeded, and stated that the gen- 
tleman from Florida had been guilty of precisely 
that which had been charged upon him (Mr. W.) 
—the reading to the House of an anonymous let- 
ter; but (as he had looked into the gentleman’s 
letter by this permission) he would now tel! the 
delegate from Florida, that the same person who 
wrote that letter should come up as a witness, 
in consequence of other letters which he had 
written him (Mr. W.) in case he ever obtained 
an investigaung committee. THe went on again 
to charge a double ‘perfidy on the officer at 


the head of affairs in Florida, in the taking of 
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the Indian chiefs before alluded to. He then re- 
ferred to, and read extracts from, a letter of Gov. 
Eaton’s, written in March, 1835, being the March 
preceding the December in which the war broke 
out, in which the Governor doubted the legality of 
the treaty, and the propriety of carrying at into 
effect; but recommended, if it was to be carried 
into effect, that a large force might be sent to over- 
awe the Indians, otherwise the conse jnences might 
be fatal. 

Mr. DOWNING explained that Gen. Eaton had 
retracted all that had been said in t and 
legislative action had been had upon it in Florida, 
and he believed the Governor was ashamed that 
he had ever written it. The fact was that every 
citizen of the United States, who went inio that 
Territory, went there with his heart overflowing 
with sympathy for those Indians; bat after removing 
there, and seeing the treachery and dishonesty of 
them, their opinions soon became very much chang 
ed. He had no doubt if the gentlemen who had 
so much sympathy for them on tats floor, had had 
their cattle and servants stolen, and their relations 
murdered, that their opinions weuld change. 

Mr. WISE resumed, and went on to detail the 
manner in which Mr. Eaton had been induced to 
retract what had been said inthe letter just referred 
to. He (Mr. W.)had called upon the War De- 
partment for information in relation to the Semi- 
nole war,and Mr. Cass himself had sent him va- 
rious letters, which, he said, were sent confidential- 
ly, and in those letters he had learned how it was 
that Gov. Eaton had been induced to reiract what 
he had before said. These letters were sent to him 
as confidential when he called for information, but 
he was not to regard letters as contideutial when 
they were the regular letters of the Departnents on 
their files. 

Mr. W. number ef other let- 
lers confirmatory of the views, and recommending 
the same advice, as Governor Eaton, and then en- 
tered into a review of the Indian policy of the 
Government, which he was convinced would, in 
the end, result in a general combination of them 
on the whole of our western frontier. 

Mr. CILLEY defended the policy of the Govern- 
ment; which, he insisted, was ‘humane and benevo- 
lent. The sympathy evinced for the tawny red 
men, he deseribed to be of the same character as 
the hobby professed for the race a little darker in 
the North. When h his country at 
war, he was not for staying to inquire into 
its origin, or to investigate little, petty, muse- 
rable details aboyt it, but to take such mea- 
sures as would be most likely to bring it to a 
favorable termination. Whether the Government 
had pursued the best course or not, ‘vhether there 
had heen a prodigal expenditure, he feared there 
had, hecould net say, but he was fer continuing 
the war with vigor, on the old New England plan, 
where the Indians had been wholly exterminated; 
for it was false policy and false philanthropy to 
carry on a feeble war. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON expressed his re- 
gret that this discussion had been brought on; the 
only relief for his pain at it was in the bold truihs 
told by the last gentleman. Mr. T. then entered 
into a reply to Mr. Wise. He denied that Mr. W. 
could prove there was no treaty; and if he could, 
he had nét proven there was no necessity for this 
appropriation to give meat and bread to those who 
had been fighting the battles of their country, nor 
was this the fitttng occasion to go into that question. 
MrT. then entered into a review of the cir- 
cumstances of the Florida war, and defended the 
plan originally proposed by General Scott. Mr. T. 
adverting to the sympathies at the North for the 
Indians, said he could not shut his eyes to the fact 
that it arose from a hatred to their own race. He 
expressed his strong disapprobation and unmea- 
sured condemnation of what he regarded as the dis- 
honorable capture of Oceola, offering, as it did, the 
first instance in the histoty of this country where 
an American officer had refused to respect a flag of 
trace. 

Mr. EVERETT then obtained the floor, and ex- 
pressed his regret that any debate should have 
arisen on this subject at this time; the more so, 
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because he had every reasen to believe that the 
House and the country would be periectly satisfied 
with the response of the Secretary of War to Mr. 


E’s resolution on the topics adverted to in this dis- 
‘ 


cuss‘on. This was in relation to the capture of 
Oceola. 

Avother subject upon which h hed to make 
aremark or two was amore painful one, viz: in 


reference to the capture of Sam J and his 
Mr. E. had every reason to know 
that these men came in under the inost sacred 
pledges, and that it was with the greatest difficalty 
t inuuce them to come 


companions. 


1¢ Cherokee delegation c uid 


in. And when they did, what was Gen. Jesup’s first 
propos tion? Wiv, as preiiminary to any hego- 
liation, that those people shoull bring in their 
wives and children; and what was Sam Jones’s an- 


swer? Why, that he never heard of such a preli- 
minary to a treaty as that of surrendering the chil- 


dren and arms, and that he could not assent to it. 

After some further remarks, Mr. E. avowed 
himself unwilling to carry on this war any longer, 
though he was not for yielding. Ue wished a pa- 
cificatory course to be tried He wonld arm the 


j cutive with authority and appr 
enable him to ad 
hate it pacifically. 


Mr. HAYNES said, 


wer, or 


pia course which 


without intending 


to reconcile, the 


to an- 
attempting mistaken 
he bad heard which he had 
regretied to hear, he had risen solely for the 


opinion and many ol 


purpose of bringing back the committee to 
the question  beiore it. rome weeks ago 
the Committee of Way and Means re- 
ported a bill to cover the whole sum _ne- 


cessary for the current year. Since that bill was 


reported, the committee had been called npon or 


notified by the War Department that drafts were 
ving over for services already performed, and sup- 
plies already furnished, and there was no money 
to meet then Upon this representation the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means had come ‘to the 
tlouse and asked <¢ suspension of its ries, 


for the purpose of considering the propriety 
of making a partia! appropriation for the suppres- 
ion of Indian hostilities. Now, neither the com- 
mittee, Mr. H. believed, had any other 
fread of the Administration, who proposed to sup- 
port this bill, designed taking the House 
prise. The very document read at the 
table gave to the Hleuse the information that 
this partial appropriation was asked for under 
extraordinary circumstances; and it was equally 
well known that the bill covering the whole sum 
service by the Secretary of Wat 
then remained untouched, for as general, liberal, 
violent discussion as gentlemen pleased. Why, then, 
should so many irrelevant topics be brought innow, 
of national honor, the validity 

iluct of the war, the treatment of the Indians, the 
conduct of the Cherokee de! 
else? The state of the case 
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nNpuy, 
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nor, as 


by sur- 
Clerk’s 


estimated for the 


of the treaty, the con- 


egalion, or any thing 
called upon them to 
them for an appro- 
circumstances of great. stress 
War; and he did 
, and with feelings 
Ss introduced to-day 
as Willing, if not as able, to 
them ; he imp!ored the committee to re- 
port this bill, and take a future oceasion, when the 
general bill was brought up, to enter upon the 
general debate 


i 

Mr. BELL adverted the remarks made by 
him this morning in favorof the bill, and wished 
the House to bear them in mind. for he was op- 
posed to the course of his friend from Virginia. 
tle then made a letter from 
the Washington correspondent of the Richmond 
Enquirer, which he pronounced to be an unfound- 
ed, false, and malicious slander. 

After some further remarks by Messrs. RO- 
BERTSON and CAMBRELENG, which will ap- 
pear hereafter, ° 


asked 
priahon unde 
upon ine 
hope, under these consideration 
as strong upon some of the topic 
} 
{ 


as any other man, ai 


Depariment of 


discuss 


ome strictures upon 


Mr. WISE moved to amend by striking out 
“one million,” and inserting “five hundred thou- 
sand dollars; when, without taking the question, 

On motion, the committee rose and reported, 

And the House adjourned. 
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SENATE, 
Tuespay, January 23, 1838. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Jacob 
Marks, praying for increase of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HUBBARD also presented the petition of 
Julius 8S. Fox; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Pensions. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented the petition of Wil- 
liam Patton; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of the in- 
habitants of Baring county, Missouri, praying for 


| the establishment of a new post route: referred to 


the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McKEAN presented a petition from sundry 
citizens of Pennsylvania, remonstrating against the 
annexation of Texas to the Union: laid on the 
table. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to which had been referred the memorial 
of Jacob Lang and others, made an unfavorable 
report thereon. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, the Committee 
on Claims was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the petition of Charles Hoyt. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the same conminittee, re- 
ported without amendment the bills for the relicf 
of James Callan and Ann W. Johnson. 

Mr. BROWN, from the Committee on Revoln- 
tionary Claims, moved that the committee be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Daniel Trueheart; and, 

On motion of Mr. ROANE, the same fwas laid 
on the table. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose in his place, and made 
the following remarks : 

Mr. Presipent: Having received, some days 
ago, unquestionable information of the payment of 
fishing bounties and pensions in Massachusetts, 
in bills of the Commonwealth Bank of the city of 

Soston, by which payment heavy losses had been 
sustained by meritorious and well-deserving per- 
sons, I felt it my duty to call the attention of the 
Senate to the subject, and to move an inquiry, for 
the purpose of obtaining information respecting 
the circumstances from the proper quarter. 

In consequence of this public proceeding, dic- 
tated, on my part, by nothing but a sense of obli- 
gation, the official paper of the Administration in 
this city, on Saturday last, published the following 
paragraph : 

‘“ Desrors To THE COMMONWEALTH Bank OF 
Massacuusetts.—The names of five or six gen- 
tlemen, friends of the Administration, are given 
as debtors to the exploded bank at Boston, and its 
bankruptcy is held up as the consequence of loans to 
them. The truth is, the only real Democrats whose 
names are paraded as borrowers, owe it only a few 
thousand dollars, which they are able to pay thrice 
over. If all its loans were as safe as those thus 
exhibited to show the reason of its insolvency, the 
bank would be the soundest in the Union, for it 
would be without a bad debt. The Conservative 
loans ruined it. We understond that Mr. Web- 
ster has had his bills protested in this bank for 
$10,000 at a time. 

“In his resolution of inquiry into the state of the 
bank, therefore, we find no demand made as to the 
amount of bills protested in it any time, nor for 
the names of the drawers.” 

Now, sir, if Towe the Commonwealth Bank a 
dollar, I am not conscious of it. If I ever did owe 
it a dollar, [do not remember it; nor do I recol- 
lect, or believe, that any note signed by me, or any 
bill accepted by me, or by any agent, or clerk of 
mine, in my behalf, was ever protested at that 
bank, or delayed in payment. 

Having said this, sir, I may be relieved from 
making any remarks of my own on the character 
I will only read a remark of 
the Editor himself, in the same column, which 
contains the publication, and which remark is in 
the following words: 

‘“* These attacks upon the private concerns of 
public men, for party purposes, are exceedingly 
despicable.” 

So thinks the Editor, and I, for one, concar with 
him in opinion. 
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Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to which had been referred the me- 
morial of the inhabitants of Palmyra, praying to 
have the benefits of the pre-emption laws allowed 
them, of which they had been deprived in conse. 
quence of being adjacent to certain reserved tracts 
moved that the committee be discharged from the 
further consideration of the same, inasmuch as the 
general pre-emption law, now before the Senate 
embraces the case of the memorialists. : 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the samc 
committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the resolution of the Senate, directing 
them to inquire into the expediency of purchasing 
the Mount Vernon estate. Also from the further 
consideration of the memorial of the Rev. Philan- 
der Chase, asking for a pre-emption to a certain 
tract of land, for the purpose of aiding him in the 
establishment of a college. 

Mr. NORVELL, from the Committee oh Revo- 
lutionary Claims, to which was referred the bill 
for the relief of Pierre Menard and others, reported 
the same with amendments; which were read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims, to which had been referred 
the bill from the other House for the relief of Curtis 
Grubb, reported the same without amendment. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN, from the same Commit- 
tee, to which had been referred the memorial of the 
legal representatives of Patrick McGibbons, de- 
ceased, reported a bill for their relief; which was 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. BENTON presented the memorial of C. 
Wall of St. Augustine, which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. PRENTISS presented several petitions from 
Vermont, praying for the abolition of slavery in 
the District of Columbia; and, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the ques- 
tien as to their reception was laid on the table. 

Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, submitted the following resolution, which 
was considered and adopted: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be request- 
ed to communicate to the Senate, as soon as prac- 
ticable, the extent of the mineral lands of the 
United States so far as ascertained; the quantity of 
said lands already leased; the time for which said 
lands have been leased; the rent received by the” 
United States, and the injury, if any, sustained by 
the working of said mineral Jands. 

Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolution, 
which was considered and adopted: 

Resolted, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of adopt- 
ing measures to obtain such information as is ne- 
cessary to enable Congress to reorganize the custom 
house branch of the public service, in a manner 
more economical and better adapted to the public 
exigencies, 

The Steamboat bill was taken up, discussed for 
some time, and agter being amended, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill to revoke the charters of such of the 
banks ef the District of Columbia as shall not re- 
sume specie payments within a limited time, was 
taken up as the next general order; and, 

On motion of Mr. WRIGHT, it was postponed 
to, and made the special order of the day for, 
Thursday next. 


REGULATION OF STEAMBOATS. 

Mr. MORRIS moved to reconsider the vote 
given yesterday on the amendment of Mr. Smirn 
of Indtana; which mation was lost. 

Mr. DAVIS suggested the reconsideration of the 
vote given on the amendment of Mr. Nites. 

Mr. CLAYTON was of opinion that the amend- 
ment went to a most unreasonable extent, These 
boats were not unfrequently owned by large incor- 
porated companies; in some instances as many as 
from five hundred to one thousand persons, and 
some of these widows. To make them in any way 
liable for the negligence or eulpability of others did 
not comport with his ideas of justice; and if the 
amendment were retained, he would undertake to 
say that no jury would ever be found to convict 
the parties. He thought the amendment had pass- 
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